DARG: Drug and Alcohol Research Group 
About the Group 

The Drug and Alcohol Research Group (DARG) links researchers, teaching staff and post-graduate students across the School of Health and Social Sciences. The group provides a forum for interdisciplinary collaboration and debate both within the university and with colleagues in other countries. Disciplinary perspectives include criminology, health, health psychology, sociology and social policy. Staff are involved in cross-national research studies, national and local research. Funding support comes from UNODC, EU, funding councils, charities, government and local authorities.   

Collaboration with other universities in the UK and abroad is encouraged. Current and recent European research includes a study of the measurement of alcohol related harms and  involves collaboration between Middlesex University and the Institute of Psychiatry and Neurology, Warsaw. Research on drug consumption in six European cities has just been completed in collaboration with researchers in Vienna, Warsaw, Amsterdam and Turin. A new European Masters in Drug and Alcohol studies is being developed in conjunction with Universities in Denmark, Italy and Slovenia (see over).  
Members of the group actively disseminate their work in peer reviewed journals, conference presentations and in reports and papers designed to reach research users in policy and practice. The international, peer reviewed journal Drugs: education, prevention and policy is housed at the School (publisher: Informa healthcare; editor-in-chief Thom). Researchers contribute to teaching programmes within criminology, health, social work and social policy and the School offers a number of drugs/alcohol distance learning modules as optional modules. Doctoral research on drugs and alcohol and related issues is supervised by DARG staff. 
Staff research interests 
Marianna Bayley (Social Psychology) – local implementation of alcohol policy; ‘partnership’ and community responses to drug use, young people and alcohol  
Carmel Clancy – principal lecturer (Addictions and Mental Health) - dual diagnosis; substance misuse and workforce planning; community needs assessment and substance misuse; efficacy of training in substance misuse 

Dr. Karen Duke – principal lecturer (Criminology) – drug and alcohol policy and prisons 
Professor Anthony Goodman – (Criminology) – substance misuse; practitioner work with young and adult offenders 
Dr. Rachel Herring - research fellow (Social Policy) – ‘partnership’ approaches to local implementation of national alcohol policy; alcohol policy and binge drinking behaviour, young people and alcohol  
Rachel Hurcombe – research fellow (Criminology and Sociology) -young people; ethnicity; alcohol use; mental health
Professor Ray Iles - Associate Dean Research – statistical -non-parametric- analysis
Professor Vincenzo Ruggiero - Professor of Sociology and Co-director of The Centre for Study of Crime, Conflict and Control (CSCCC), - transnational crime, drugs trafficking, and other illicit economies
Professor Betsy Thom – Professor in Health Policy - alcohol and drug policy; ‘partnership’ and community responses and interventions to alcohol/drugs; social and cultural aspects of substance use; European studies
Dr. Mary Tilki -principal lecturer (Social Policy) – transcultural issues in health and health care; the health of Irish people in Britain
Professor Olga B.A. van den Akker (Health Psychology) - Health related aspects of psychology, including risky behaviours and alcohol 
Dr. Jenni Ward - lecturer (Criminology) – youth leisure culture; drug use and illicit drug markets    
Middlesex University associates  

Dr. John Foster – (Health, Greenwich University, London) alcohol interventions, licensing.
Kazim Khan – honorary senior research fellow – drugs and race issues  

Susanne MacGregor Professor Emeritus– Social policy, drugs policy, alcohol interventions
Dr. Seta Waller (Sociology) – honorary senior research associate – alcohol, brief interventions and community approaches to alcohol  
Dr. Elizabeth Waters (Historian, City University, London) – historical aspects of alcohol use; Russia and former Soviet countries; alcohol policy in Kazakhstan. 

Doctoral students
Fizz Annand: 'Addressing alcohol related harm via partnership: the alcohol industry and other stakeholders in local areas

Dianne Draper:  ‘Just one to be sociable?’  An exploration of the role of interaction on drinking patterns and behaviour
Nimesh Samarasinghe: Drug policy makers’ perspectives on harm reduction in Sri Lanka

Clement Ogeleyinbo The social and economic impact of drunk driving in Nigeria
Anthea Martin ‘Problem drug users’ as welfare claimants: a discourse analytic study
Current research projects include 
Being Young and Dry in a Drinking Culture (Herring and Bayley); funded by Joseph Rowntree Foundation, from February 2010

Partnerships as  a Mechanism for Local Alcohol Policy Implementation (Thom); funded by Alcohol Education and Research Council, April 2009
Adolescent Drinking Cultures: Peer Influence and Ethnicity (Goodman); funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, February 2008-2009.  

Standardizing Measurement of Alcohol Related Troubles (SMART) (Thom, partnership grant with Institute of Psychiatry and Neurology, Warsaw). EU Public Health Executive Agency, Programme of community action in the field of public health, 2008.

Measuring Drug consumption in Six European Cities (Ward and Thom); funded by UNODC through the European Centre for Social Welfare Research and Policy, Sept. 2005 – Jan. 2008. 

Towards a Cafe Culture? Local Implementation of the Alcohol Licensing Act 2003 (Foster, Thom and Herring), September, 2005- 2007. Joint funding Middlesex University and Alcohol Education and Research Council. 
European Masters in Drug and Alcohol Studies 
A new European Masters in Drug and Alcohol Studies (Thom, Goodman, Duke, Ward) is being developed in collaboration with Aarhus University (Denmark), Ljubljana University (Slovenia), University del Piemonte Orientale ‘A Avogerdo’ (Italy). The 3 year development programme started in 2007 and is funded by the EU Lifelong Learning Programme. Expressions of interest should be made through Professor. Betsy Thom and Dr. Karen Duke (contact details overleaf)   
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Contact us  
Betsy Thom - email: b.thom@mdx.ac.uk
Jenni Ward - email: j.r.ward@mdx.ac.uk    
Anthony Goodman - email: a.goodman@mdx.ac.uk
Karen Duke – email: k.duke@mdx.ac.uk
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