Protecting Diversity, Engaging Rights: The Fundamental Importance of Hate Speech Legislation

1. Why is Diversity Important?
a. Breadth of knowledge argument

b. Equal cultural rights

c. Intrinsic value to the health of a nation

d. Perspectives: competitive edge

2. The Problem of ‘Hate’ in Multicultural Societies: Undermining diversity

a. Events: Rwanda/ Gujarat/ September 11th 

b. Results: Short-term harm, ethnic tension

c. Long-term impact: Isolation and the push towards extremism 

3. The International Standards and Regimes

a. Human Rights standards (ICCPR/ICERD)

b. Equal value of culture

4. The Free Speech Argument

a. Danish Cartoons/Salman Rushdie

b. Chilling Effect/Fresh Air/ Freedom of expression

c. Fact:  unequal access/ tolerance/ respect for the Other

5. Finding Remedies: Comparative Models from around the world

a. Proscription route (Germany/ China/ Singapore/ Malaysia)

b. Prosecution route (Australia/ India)

c.  ‘Free Speech’ route (USA/ UK/ Ireland)

d. The Balance of probabilities route 

6. Difficulties

a. Thresholds (level of insult)

b. Due process 

c. No Overt Fetters

d. Promotion of Tolerance/ Diversity/ Mutual Respect 
