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Academic Policy Statement GPS7: Disability and Dyslexia Support  
 

Outcome requested 

 
To approve the attached policy statement, which 
incorporates financial limits which have been approved by 
the University Executive 
 

Executive Summary 

The University will set an upper limit to the amount of 
support it will provide to international (and other) students 
not in receipt of DSA. This has been approved by the 
University Executive as 50% of the DSA (which differs for 
UG and PG students). This will ensure that the University 
will be able to provide a reasonable level of extra support, 
whilst avoiding an unlimited financial liability.  

Regulatory/Statutory 
reference points and links 
to University strategy 

• In line with Equality Act 2010 
• This limit has been set after a review of policies in 

a number of other universities 

Reporting/ Consideration 
route for the paper 

The need for this policy statement was noted in Paper 
AB/13/16 (March 2014)  

Timing For immediate implementation. 

Author(s) 
Anne Grant, Acting Manager, Disability and Dyslexia 
service;  
Nick Bevan, Director of Library and Student Support  

Date of publication April 2014 (updated July 4 2014) 

Senior Management 
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Middlesex University 
Policy Statement GPS7 
Disability & Dyslexia Support: additional support provided by the University   
 
 
Scope 
 
This statement covers the University policy on providing funding for course costs which are 
the direct result of disability, specific learning difficulty, mental health condition or on-going 
health condition. It is intended to provide clarity to applicants, current students and staff who 
may advise either of these groups.  
 
 
Disabled Students’ Allowances 
 
Disabled Students’ Allowances (DSAs) are a Government grant available to eligible disabled 
students on higher education courses in the UK, to help with extra course costs they may 
incur by attending their course, as a direct result of their disability.    
 
DSAs are not available to all students, but are subject to eligibility criteria, which are stated 
on the Gov.uk website, together with the amounts payable at:  https://www.gov.uk/disabled-
students-allowances-dsas/overview There are other sources of external funding for disability 
related costs, which the Disability & Dyslexia Support team can advise on. 
 
A disabled applicant may be offered a place at Middlesex University, but that offer is not a 
guarantee of eligibility to receive DSAs. 
 
 
Reasonable adjustments 
 
Middlesex University will adhere to the reasonable adjustments provisions of the Equality Act 
2010.  However, these provisions require us to consider whether we can pay from our own 
resources for disability-related course costs of enrolled students that cannot be met from the 
Disabled Students’ Allowances (DSA) or other external funding source. 
 
 
Funding 
 
Where a student is likely to exceed the DSA maximum amounts, any DSA-eligible student is 
required to provide evidence of having submitted a completed application for the DSA to 
Disability & Dyslexia Support staff.  The service will then consider how much the University 
can pay for any predicted costs gaps between their assessed costs and the funding 
available, up to the indicative upper limit.  If a student is not eligible for DSA, the University 
may pay for predicted costs up to the indicative upper limit.  
 
In order for the University to predict and control budget expenditure, it is necessary to set an 
upper limit to the amount it will contribute to a student’s additional costs for each year. The 
indicative upper limit is set at 50% of the DSA maximum for undergraduate full-time study 
and the lower amount for postgraduate full-time study (calculated pro rata according to the 
intensity of study of the part time course). 
 
This limit may be adjusted by the University Executive, but any such change would only be 
applicable to new students or applicants.  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas/overview
https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas/overview
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Examples 
 
The reasonable adjustments for disabled students will depend on their individual 
circumstances.  As an indication, the University may provide the following institutional 
adjustments and a contribution towards the support costs for a student not eligible for DSA: 
 
 
Student A has evidence of a specific learning difficulty, such as dyslexia 
 
• As assessment of support needs (with a disability officer) 
• Formalised support arrangements for teaching and learning and examinations 
• Use of dyslexia marking cover sheet 
• Equipment loans (if available) 
• Extended library loans 
• 6 sessions of 1:1 dyslexia tuition 
 
Student B is profoundly Deaf 
 
• As assessment of support needs (with a disability officer) 
• Formalised support arrangements for teaching and learning and examinations 
• Equipment loans (if available) 
• Extended library loans 
• Modified exam papers (as appropriate) 
• Funding up to the indicative limit of 50% of DSA (pro rata for part time), towards non-

medical helper support, such as note taking or British Sign Language Support, to be 
decided in discussion with a disability officer 

 
 
Disability and Dyslexia Support staff will be happy to discuss the individual circumstances of 
any enrolled or prospective students.  They can be contacted at disability@mdx.ac.uk 
 
 
 
Changes to DSA funding from 2015-16 
 
In April 2014, the government issued a ministerial statement announcing planned changes to 
DSA funding which would apply to students applying “for the first time in respect of an 
academic year beginning on or after 1 September 2015.” These changes will reduce the 
overall level of funding provided and there is an expectation that HEIs will need to provide 
more institutional support for students with “mild difficulties” as one of their responsibilities 
under the Equality Act. Once the details of the new DSA funding regime have been agreed 
and disseminated, and their full impact on the University assessed, then it may be necessary 
to review this policy statement and bring any proposed changes back to Academic Board, so 
that these changes can be approved in readiness for the 2015-16 student intake.  
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