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PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

1. Programme title 
 MRes Visual Cultures: practice & activism
2. Awarding institution  
 Middlesex University
3. Teaching institution  
 Middlesex University
4. Details of accreditation by professional/statutory/
regulatory body 
 n/a
5. Final qualification  
 MRes Visual Cultures: practice & activism
6. Year of validation 
 2015-16
7. Language of study 
 English
8. Mode of study 
 Part-time and Low-residency

9. Criteria for admission to the programme

Appropriate qualifications or experience, either:
• a good honours degree (1st or 2.1), 
• a recognized equivalent professional qualification, 

substantial experience working within the field
• the ability to demonstrate an aptitude for working in 

research practice and activism may be considered.

Applicants without the normal qualifications but who 
have significant and substantial work experience 
in appropriate areas may be considered through 
accreditation of prior learning (APEL). 

In all cases, admission is dependant on: 
• Evidence of subject-related skills (through 

submission of a portfolio of work or equivalent, as 
hard copy and/or PDF or PowerPoint files)

• Sufficient command of the English language – 
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those applicants for whom English is not the 
first language must demonstrate evidence of 
attainment by an IELTS overall score of 7 or higher 
(with no component achieving less than 6), or 
equivalent. Applicants with less than six in any 
component score are strongly recommended to 
undertake the University’s Pre-Sessional English 
Language Course

• Supportive academic/professional references 
• An appropriate personal statement which should 

outline in general terms your interest in the broad 
field of Visual Cultures that you would like to 
develop during the course.

10. Aims of the programme
The programme aims to:
Expand and deepen student’s systematic 
understanding of the rich landscape of Visual Cultures.
Enhance existing networks and research skills through 
critical and analytical engagement within the field.
Encourage a comprehensive understanding of 
experimental and creative tactics for research.  
Facilitate a learning environment that situates Visual 
Cultures as both a method of engagement and as a 
subject of original enquiry.
Develop independent practice and thought in the 
research and activism of Visual Cultures 
The course addresses itself to a diverse cohort of 
established and emerging practitioners concerned with 
testing the boundaries of their field, including those 
who have established a track record outside academia 
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11. Programme outcomes
A. Knowledge and understanding
On completion of this programme the successful 
student will have knowledge and understanding of :
• A1.  Systematic knowledge and understanding 

of Visual Cultures as a field that encompasses 
theoretical, practice-based and activist 
approaches.

• A2.  A critical understanding of how the histories 
and theories of Visual Cultures inform, shape 
and are contested by contemporary experimental 
practices and activist tactics.

• A3.  An embedded engagement with located 
discourse and practices at the forefront of Visual 
Cultures.

Teaching/learning methods
Students gain knowledge and understanding through: 
• Visual Cultures Boot Camp
• intensive reading groups
• self-directed projects.

Assessment methods
• Assessment through coursework, including:
• reports and manifestos
• presentations
• research projects

The criteria for assessment focus upon the ability to 
effectively communicate ways in which Visual Cultures 
as a field operate within broader culture.
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B. Cognitive (thinking) skills
On completion of this programme the successful 
student will be able to:
• B1.  Articulate pertinent and independent 

arguments, positions and collaborative dialogues 
relevant to identified research questions

• B2.  Interrogate the sites, traces and evidences of 
Visual Cultures.

• B3.  Identify and evaluate appropriate research 
processes

• B4.  Apply and critically reflect upon research 
strategies and tactics of practice

Teaching/learning methods
Students develop their cognitive skills through: 
• intensive reading groups
• site-visits and mapping of these sites through 

production of texts and activist practices
• self-directed projects.

Assessment methods
• Assessment through coursework, including:
• site-specific texts
• presentations
• research projects which incorporate activist and 

practice as modes for critical reflection

The assessment criteria aim to assess ways in which 
students engage with research processes in order to 
critically reflect upon activism and practice.  
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C. Practical skills
On completion of the programme the successful 
student will be able to:
• C1.  Manage (plan, organize, monitor, progress 

and complete) a complex research or design 
project

• C2.  Apply and adapt conceptual, practical and 
technical skills at an advanced level

• C3.  Mobilise sites, texts and research resources
• C4.  Challenge and adapt principles and 

conventions of communication in research and 
activism

• C5.  Establish effective and expansive networks of 
research, practice and activism

Teaching/learning methods
Students develop their practical skills through: 
• self-directed activist and practice-based projects.
• peer or partnership learning that encourages 

negotiation and time-management
• student-led network building actions - staging of 

events, actions, seminars

Assessment methods
Assessment through coursework, including:
• project outcomes and critical evaluation
• development of networks within and beyond the 

University

The criteria for assessment will be set to encourage 
and test students’ ability to plan and realise activist and 
practice-based modes of network building
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D. Graduate skills
On completion of this programme the successful 
student will be able to:
• D1.  Apply reflective research practice strategies 

towards self-managed learning, practice and/or 
activism

• D2.  Develop networks as a critical and creative 
resource

• D3.  Communicate and make public research 
through a variety of modes

• D4.  Effectively plan for future research practice 
within or beyond academic institutions and a range 
of cultural professions.

Teaching/learning methods
Students develop skills as graduates through: 
• intensive reading groups
• use of sites, texts and mappings to inform and 

direct personal research concerns
• shared partnership modes of learning that sets all 

parties as co-curators of meaning

Assessment methods
Assessment through coursework, including:
• reports and texts in their broadest sense
• presentations and publications in which ‘making 

public’ becomes a term for constant negotiation
• self-directed and realisable research projects

The assessment criteria aim to establish the students’ 
abilities in developing and realising their own research 
projects in the field of Visual Cultures as activists and 
artists.
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Programme structure (levels, modules, credits and 
progression requirements) (see page 17)

Information about assessment regulations

Modules VCA4101 and VCA4102 are graded as Pass/
Fail with indicative grades, to enable and encourage 
students to take risks and experiment within the scope 
of assessments, activism and practice.

The final module VCA4103: Making Public: 
Presentations & Publications is graded on the 
University 1–20 marking scale, which determines the 
level of the Award (Pass, Merit or Distinction). 

For complete assessment regulation details, please 
refer to the University Regulations. 

Self-deferral is not allowed on any of the modules – 
students seeking to defer must consult the Assessment 

Administrator.

Placement opportunities, requirements and 
support

Students will be encouraged to continue to engage 
with existing networks of practice and/or activism, 
alongside identifying and realising the potential for new 
avenues within the scope of their interests.

Students are encouraged to seek and develop 
opportunities to work with other groups and partners, 
both those that are already established by the 
University, as well as creating new possibilities.  This 
vital and ongoing network will form a vital aspect to the 
course and all outcomes and publications will become 
part of the rich Visual Cultures archive of practice 
already established by Middlesex University.
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Future careers
Students graduating from this course could expect 
work as artists and designers, working within activist 
and community roles.  

Students will be well positioned for work in the creative 
and cultural industries as well as academic areas 
where the notion of embedded community and social 
engagement is rich and shifting ground.

Students graduating from this course will be 
considered favourably for a fast-track route to PhD 
registration at Middlesex University, subject to 
interview.

Particular support for learning
Dedicated studio (with access for disabled students) 
A range of workshops and technical staff and facilities 
provide the technical input for the realization of any 
studio-based materials required for the research 

projects. 

Learning Resource facilities, including specialist books, 
journals, videos, DVDs, slides, special collections, 
and computer programmes, with a regular newsletter 
produced by the subject-dedicated librarian 
Specialist staff and collections at the Museum of 
Domestic Design and Architecture (MoDA) 
Access to a range of academic, activist and practice-
focused conferences and symposia.

Please note programme specifications provide 
a concise summary of the main features of the 
programme and the learning outcomes that a typical 
student might reasonably be expected to achieve if s/
he takes full advantage of the learning opportunities 
that are provided.  More detailed information about 
the programme can be found in the rest of your 
programme handbook and the university regulations.



60 MRes Visual Cultures: practice & activism

MRes VisualCultures: practice & activism

VCA4101  
Visual Cultures: Sites & Texts, 
Articulations & Mappings
40 credits

Start term: Autumn 2016
Subject: Visual Cultures: Practice & Activism
Module Leader: Catherine Dormor

Aims 
This is an introductory module that challenges 
students to begin to map and negotiate the 
territories of Visual Cultures through activisms, 
practices and theories. It is an opportunity to re-
imagine their current interests and concerns within 
the field and consider the opportunities presented 
by an interdisciplinary environment, through the 
development of a ‘manifesto’ for practice/activism.  
The module aims to:

Explore, develop and test a variety of creative and 
innovative practice and theory-based approaches to 
Visual Cultures. 
Establish a broad range of critical contexts for the 
development of advanced level work within the field 
of Visual Cultures.
Encourage and promote a collaborative approach 
to articulating and mapping networks of knowledge 
across the landscape of Visual Cultures. 
Develop and implement advanced level research, 
critical and communication skills through ongoing 
reflection, rigorous discussion, and a range of 
presentation modes.

Learning outcomes
Knowledge: on completion of this module the 
successful student will be able to:
• Demonstrate a contextualised, systematic and 

critical understanding of Visual Cultures.(A1)
• Comprehensively articulate the processes and 
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the ethical concerns of Visual Cultures as a 
network of sites, texts, methods and practices. 
(A2)

• Apply innovative approaches to the practices 
and activisms of Visual Cultures, with an 
understanding of research in this field.(A3)

Skills: on completion of this module the successful 
student will be able to:
• Work effectively within specific time and resource 

constraints. (C1, C3) 
• Map and interrogate existing practice and 

scholarship within the field, in order to synthesise 
knowledge. (B2) 

• Critically reflect and evaluate relevant research 
methodologies and practice-based techniques 
and strategies, and apply them to Visual Cultures. 
(B1, B3, C3, D1)

• Situate and articulate a manifesto for advanced 
level practice. (B1, B2)

Syllabus 
This first module starts with an intensive, week-long 
Visual Cultures Boot Camp, during which all students 
will be introduced to the historical and theoretical 
foundations, contestations and generations of Visual 
Culture as a field and discipline.  

The following weeks will introduce practice and 
research methodologies that will be contextualised 
and explored. Encouraging collaboration, students 
will work towards the publication of a ‘manifesto’ for 
practice/activism that is situated within the broad 
landscape of Visual Cultures.  

This will be supported by a reflective, critical online 
portfolio that articulates and maps chosen sites, texts 
and contexts. Throughout the course, teaching will 
be based upon a model of knowledge exchange and 
negotiation, foregrounding student-led initiatives and 
collaborations.  
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Learning and assessment strategy
• Presentations & Lectures - to communicate 

the historical and theoretical foundations, 
contestations and generations of Visual Culture as 
a field and discipline.

• Seminars & Discussions - to debate key ideas and 
approaches within the field of Visual Cultures

• Reading & Site Visits - to consider relevant 
theoretical and practice precedents.

• Technical Workshops - to develop specific skills as 
identified on an individual and group basis

• Peer & Self-Evaluation - to develop critical skills 
and set personal goals

• Independent Study - to promote the development 
of autonomy in research, critical analysis, decision-
making, planning and self-management, and 
cultivate reflective practice.

• Ethics and Health & Safety Protocols - all projects, 
performances and publications must comply 

with University regulations regarding ethics, 
health & safety and legal implications of the 
work.  Full approval must be obtained through 
the online approval systems and Research Ethics 
Committee.

Assessment weighting 
Formative Assessment: Pitch a ‘manifesto’ for practice 
and/or activism that reflects student’s ongoing critical 
engagement with the landscape of Visual Cultures and 
situates their practice within this. 

Summative Assessment: 100% A reflective, critical 
online portfolio that articulates and maps chosen sites, 
texts and contexts, and that locates practice ideas and 
ambitions. (The equivalent of 3000 words, in line with 
appropriate research conventions)

Assessment Weighting: 100% coursework
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VCA4102  
Pitching a Project, Developing a Network
40 credits

Start term: Autumn 2016
Subject: Visual Cultures: Practice & Activism
Module Leader: Catherine Dormor

Aims 
Building on the understandings and preliminary 
mappings of the networks, contexts and sites of 
Visual Cultures developed on VCA4101, this module 
aims to: 
• further develop a student’s sense of their own 

location within the field of Visual Cultures. This 
will enable them to identify and pitch a well-
articulated proposal to develop a focused and 
coherent body of research on VCA4203. 

• foster the development of strategies for the 
creation, expression and dissemination of 

knowledge in a form that, whilst engaging with 
current debates, conventions and contexts, 
reflects personal vision and language. 

• enable the student to build an understanding of 
the networks of research, creative practice and/
or activism relevant to their proposed project, to 
locate themselves within these, and to consider 
how to use these networks as resources for 
research and its ‘making public’. It seeks to 
develop an understanding of the methodological 
issues surrounding such an understanding of 
research and creative or activist practice as 
networked activities. 

Learning outcomes
Knowledge: on completion of this module the 
successful student will be able to:
• Demonstrate a systematic knowledge and 

critical understanding of advanced concepts and 
theories in Visual Cultures research, activism 
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and practice. (A1)
• Comprehensively understand advanced practices 

within the field of Visual Cultures and the complex 
relationships between theoretical, practice-based 
and activist approaches. (A1, A2)

• Engage with the networks of Visual Culture, 
locating themselves critically within these through 
investigation, testing and evaluation, in order 
to create innovative and effective responses to 
these. (A3, B1)

Skills: on completion of this module the successful 
student will be able to:
• Plan and organize a complex research project 

(C1).
• Analyse, create and present complex concepts 

and apply advanced research skills in order to 
critically evaluate and realise personal ideas. (C2)

• Identify appropriate research strategies and 
methods for the proposed project, and critically 

evaluate Visual Cultures networks for the 
production and dissemination of knowledge (B3, 
B4, C5, D2)

• Apply creative, effective, innovative and 
sophisticated networking, communication and 
dissemination strategies. (C4, C5, D2, D3)

Syllabus 
• During this module, students will work to identify 

and pitch a research project, which will be 
pursued on VCA4103. 

• The module will examine existing models within 
the field of Visual Cultures, whether these entail 
the production of critical texts, art, design or 
other creative practice or activist projects – or a 
combination of these different modes. 

• It will examine the methodological implications of 
these different modes of inquiry. 

• There will be an emphasis on the networks of 
research, activism and practice through which a 
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project is realised and made public. As part of their 
proposal students are asked to identify and start 
to build the networks through which their own work 
will be produced and disseminated. 

Learning and assessment strategy
• Readings, Presentation and Lectures – will 

communicate received understandings and 
practices in contemporary field of Visual Cultures 
of potential modes, methodologies and forms of 
research, the presentation and dissemination 
(‘making public’) of this research, and especially 
the issues surrounding networked methodologies.

• Seminars and Discussions – will allow debate 
around these ideas, methods and networks, 
allowing students to critically challenge both 
existing forms of practice and to test these 
against the needs of their own projects. Peer and 
collaborative learning will be encouraged.

• Formal Presentation – will be used as a means 

to share approaches and to garner self, peer and 
staff feedback on developing projects.

• Individual / Group Tutorial – will allow tailored 
feedback on ongoing work.

• Independent study – will be used to promote the 
development of autonomy in research, critical 
analysis, decision-making, planning and self-
management, and cultivate reflective practice in 
the development of networks of research, activism, 
practice and dissemination. Increased emphasis 
on independent study is required in this module, 
leading up to the pursuit of a self-initiated project in 
VCA4203.

• Ethics and Health & Safety Protocols - all projects, 
performances and publications must comply 
with University regulations regarding ethics, 
health & safety and legal implications of the 
work.  Full approval must be obtained through 
the online approval systems and Research Ethics 
Committee.
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Assessment weighting 
Formative Assessment: Pitch a ‘manifesto’ for practice 
and/or activism that reflects student’s ongoing critical 
engagement with the landscape of Visual Cultures and 
situates their practice within this. 

Summative Assessment: 100% A reflective, critical 
online portfolio that articulates and maps chosen sites, 
texts and contexts, and that locates practice ideas and 
ambitions. (The equivalent of 3000 words, in line with 
appropriate research conventions)

Assessment Weighting: 100% coursework
key thinkers. London: Sage.
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VCA4103  
Making Public: Presentations & 
Publications
100 credits

Start term: Autumn 2016
Subject: Visual Cultures: Practice & Activism
Module Leader: Catherine Dormor

Aims 
‘Making public’ may include conventional modes 
and sites of critical academic writing, or more 
experimental modes of artistic, design or other 
cultural and creative activism or practice. Through 
this module students will
• interpret, respond and actively engage with the 

historical, social, cultural and political contexts 
• realise, activate and ‘make public’ their research 

projects, as identified and initiated in VCA4102 
• effectively deploy strategies of publication, 

communication and dissemination 
• consider opportunities for future research 

practice within or beyond academic and cultural 
professions

Learning outcomes
Knowledge: on completion of this module the 
successful student will be able to:
• Understand, synthesise and deploy methods and 

processes for making public a significant body of 
research to an advanced level. (B3, B4)

• Interpret and actively engage with the historical, 
cultural, social and political contexts within which 
the research project is situated. (A2, B4, C4, D1)

• Effectively and critically negotiate key sites, texts, 
concepts, networks and strategies relevant to 
‘making public’ the research project. (A1, A3, B2, 
B4, C3, D1, D2)
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Skills: on completion of this module the successful 
student will be able to:
• Demonstrate a capacity for realising a complex 

research project and critical practice (B4, C1, C2, 
D1, D3)

• Synthesise critical feedback to strategically and 
effectively  realise project proposals. (B3, B4, C5, 
D2, D3)

• Produce advanced level work that demonstrates 
project management and problem-solving skills, 
reflective practice and awareness of the ethical 
implications of their research. (B4, C1, D1, D3)

• Communicate thinking and practice using a 
variety of methods, planning effectively for further 
developments and advanced research. (D3, D4)

Syllabus 
This is a project-based module, through which 
students will negotiate and realise the proposals 
and networks developed in VCA4102.  They will 
continue to critically engage with ideas and strategies 

of ‘making public’, within or beyond conventions of 
academic publication. Students will be encouraged 
to innovate and embrace a variety of modes and 
platforms by which visual culture research, activism 
and practices may be disseminated to wide and 
varied audiences.

Learning and assessment strategy
• Independent Study - to promote the development 

of autonomy in research, critical analysis, 
decision-making, planning and self-management, 
and cultivate reflective practice. 

• Individual / Group tutorial and supervision –
meetings with an assigned tutor will support the 
student’s development of an individual project 
in a tailored way, and support them within a 
community of practice.

• Peer & Self-Evaluation - to develop critical skills 
and set personal goals

• Ethics and Health & Safety Protocols - all 
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projects, performances and publications must 
comply with University regulations regarding 
ethics, health & safety and legal implications of 
the work.  Full approval must be obtained through 
the online approval systems and Research Ethics 
Committee.

Assessment weighting 
Summative Assessment:  
• The methods of ‘making public’ must be agreed 

with tutors at the beginning of the module, and 
could take ONE of the following forms:

• Documentation or exhibition of a substantial body 
of practice, supported by a critical reflective written 
text (6,000-10,000 words)

• An online or print publication of critical reflective 
writing that contributes to knowledge or practice in 
the contemporary field of Visual Cultures. (15,000 
– 20,000 words)

• Documentation or exhibition of a significant 

body of engaged cultural or activist practice that 
demonstrates resolution, criticality and expertise 
within the field.


