
 

 

 

DEV3005 Contemporary issues in the Third World 

 
Dates:                         Three weeks, 30 June  to 14 July 
Times:     Week 1: 10am to 1pm Thursday and Friday 

Weeks 2 & 3: 10am to 1pm Monday, Tuesday and Thursday   
Credits:             15 
Lecturer:                    Dr Anthony Thickett 
Prerequisites: None  
Assessment:  Coursework (100%)  
 
 

Aims: 
This module considers some of the key developmental and environmental issues 
facing the contemporary ‘Third World’, and explores the nature and origins of poverty 
and inequality and impacts of global challenges such as climate and water depletion. 
There will be critical discussion of some of the key solutions presented by a range of 
mainstream and ‘alternative’ development actors. From this module you will acquire 
a critical and up to date understanding of the central challenges facing the 
international community and local populations. This module is suitable for all those 
studying any of the Social Sciences and combines well with PO3601 Politics of the 
European Union. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
On completion of the module, the successful student will have acquired: 
 

  In-depth understanding of theories and concepts of development 

  Critical understanding of ways of defining and measuring poverty 

  Understanding of the relationship between environment, poverty and 
wellbeing 

 Critical understanding of definitions and challenges of sustainable livelihoods 
in a Third World context 

 Critical understanding of approaches to poverty alleviation amongst the 
international community 

 Knowledge of actors involved in sustainable livelihoods from operative to 
global level and an understanding of their possibly differing agendas 

 Developing the ability to collect, critically evaluate and analyse evidence in 
response to simple research questions 
 

Syllabus: 
 

 Development 
o Concepts 



o Theories 

 Poverty 
o Definitions 
o Measurement methods 

 Key environmental challenges for developing countries 
o Historical processes 
o Contemporary solutions 

 The relationship between poverty and the environment 
o Challenges 
o Opportunities 

 International actors and processes focussed on alleviating poverty and 
environmental degradation 

o Success stories 
o Challenges 

 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy: 
 
Lectures 
Lectures will introduce the key concepts, processes and challenges of development, 
poverty and environmental sustainability and outline key approaches to poverty 
alleviation and sustainable environmental management in Third World countries. The 
lectures will highlight underlying ideologies and theoretical debates that have 
informed these processes and promote debate around how the three concepts of 
poverty, sustainable livelihoods and environmental sustainability relate to each other 
in a Third World context. The lectures will also provide a framework within which 
students can explore the issues related to the framing of environmental agreements 
and policies. A variety of learning environments, such as seminars and workshops, 
and learning activities, including summative and formative assessment, will facilitate 
the learning experience. 
 
Seminars 
Seminars (student led - 2 hours) will provide a structured environment for discussion 
around the topics arising from the syllabus and from lectures. Seminars require that 
students undertake individual preparation prior to the session, such as reading an 
article, and that they work effectively as part of a small group to complete the 
workshop task. On some occasions the student led seminar time will be used for 
seminar discussion. Rather than focus on a particular task these sessions aim to 
promote open but informed debate around particular topics. This will require students 
to have read about the topic prior to the session and to come prepared to present 
information on the topic and their view point within related academic debates to a 
small group of students and lead a discussion on this. They will receive formative 
feedback from the tutor and other students on their knowledge, understanding and 
ability to present and discuss the information. 
 
Learning Resources: 
 
Essential: 
 
Desai, V and Potter, R (eds.) (2014) The Companion to Development Studies (3rd 
edition) Oxford University Press: Oxford 



 
Allen T & Thomas A (eds.) (2000) Poverty and development in the 21st century. 
Milton Keynes: Open University. 
 
 
Recommended: 
 
Calvert S & Calvert P (2007) Politics and Society in the Developing World. Harlow: 

Pearson 

Rapley J (2007) Understanding Development: Theory and Practice in the Third 
World (3rd edition). Lynne Rienner 
 
Pieterse J (2010) Development Theory. London. Sage 
 
Mitchell R (2009) International Politics and the Environment. London. Sage 
Publications.. 
 
Bryant R. and Bailey S. (1997) Third World Political Ecology. New York: Routledge. 
 
Kok Peng Khor, Li Lin Lim (2002) Economic, Environmental and Sustainable 
Livelihood Initiatives: Good Practices and Innovative Experiences in the South. 
London: Zed Books 
 
Schipper L and Pelling M (2006) Disaster risk, climate change and international 
development: scope for, and challenges to, integration. Disasters 30(1)19-38 
 
Gray L and Moseley W (2005) A geographical perspective on poverty– environment 
interactions. The Geographical Journal 171(1)9–23 
 
Parfitt T (2004) The ambiguity of participation: a qualified defence of participatory 
development Third World Quarterly Vol. 25 Issue. 
 


