
 

 
Green Criminology and Environmental Justice 
Undergraduate Taster Course  
 
Aims 
 
The course is an excellent taster for future study of environmental crime and 
developing study towards careers in environmental policy and environmental 
investigations. It aims to provide a fun and interactive study experience on a 
university campus.  Students will develop valuable skills such as team working, 
project planning, problem-solving and communication skills. Contemporary 
environmental problems and environmental crimes will be discussed and students 
will have an opportunity to discuss solutions to current threats to the environment 
and approaches to dealing with environmental crimes. 
 
Syllabus 
 
Session  Introductory Lecture Class discussion 

1 GREEN CRIMINOLOGY What is environmental crime and 
what is Green Criminology? 

2 ANIMAL RIGHTS & SPECIES 
JUSTICE 

Should animals have rights and 
what does it mean for animals to be 
treated as legal persons? 

3 REGULATING ENVIRONMENTAL 
CRIME 

An introduction to the idea of 
environmental law and regulation. 

4 WILDLIFE CRIME AND WILDLIFE 
TRAFFICKING 

Combatting the illegal trade in 
wildlife- how do we stop rhino horn 
and elephant ivory poaching?  

5 CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
CRIME 

Should corporations be prosecuted 
for the harm they cause for the 
environment where this is the result 
of legal operations? 

6 ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES IN THE OIL 
AND GAS TRADE 

Why do corruption and the oil and 
gas trades go hand in hand? 

7 FOOD CRIME Why do food scares such as the 
horsemeat scandal occur and how 
can we prevent them from 
happening? 

8 ANIMAL ABUSE & DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE 

Why is there a link between 
domestic violence and animal 
abuse and what should be done 
about it? 

9 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE Should more be done to give 
access to justice to poor, vulnerable 
and ethnic minority communities? 

10 ENVIRONMENTAL NGOS What role is there for the 
Environmental movement in policy 
development and law enforcement?  

 
 



 
Learning outcomes 
 
By the end of the course students will have: 
 

• learnt skills and knowledge important for future careers in environmental 
investigations and environmental policy.   

 
• Be able to  examine environmental policy and understand different 

approaches to environmental crime and environmental law enforcement. 
 

• Develop valuable skills such as team working, project planning, problem-
solving and communication skills. 

• Gain confidence, a sense of achievement and life enhancing abilities to help 
students achieve more from social, school, work and other situations. 

• Learnt skills and knowledge to prepare them for future careers in 
environmental policy and environmental investigations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


