
Middlesex University Science without Borders

How many Science without Borders students will Middlesex 
accept? 

Middlesex does not have a specific number of places available 
overall, however on some of our most popular programmes we  
do have a cap on the number of students we can accept. Science 
without Borders (SwB) has also provided us with a cap of 50  
students for 2015/16. Therefore we suggest you list us as your  
first choice on your university selection. 

Will I be notified as to whether I am offered a place at 
Middlesex?

Decisions will be uploaded to the SwB application portal where  
you will be able to see whether you have been made an offer,  
as well as what programme you have been offered. It is not possible 
to provide the year of entry information via the SwB application 
portal at the time of offer. This information will be sent to you in  
a formal offer letter from the University shortly after we receive all 
the acceptances back. 

What is the English language requirement for Science without 
Borders students?

We normally require require students to have an IELTS overall score  
of 6.0 (with a minimum of 5.5 in each component) or the Pearson 
Test of English with a score of 51 (with 51 in all components).

Is Middlesex University offering pre-sessional English courses?

Yes, we offer 6, 9, or 13 week pre-sessional English courses for  
SwB students who do not meet the English language requirement.  
To find out more visit www.mdx.ac.uk/presessional.

Do I need to submit a portfolio for a design course? 

Yes, we do require a portfolio for all design related courses  
(includes graphic design, product design, illustration, interior  

design, animation, etc.). We’ve put together a short video to help you 
prepare your portfolio. It would be helpful if you can include a link to 
your portfolio in your application.  

I need some advice about how to apply for a UK student visa.  
Where can I find this information?

There is plenty of information about the UK visa requirements on  
our website. Please look at our Visa and Immigration webpage which 
will provide you with some valuable guidance. To find out more visit 
www.mdx.ac.uk/visa. 

When am I expected to arrive and is there an airport pick  
up service?

For those of you studying on the Pre-sessional English course, the 
start date for each length of course can be found on the Pre-sessional 
English course page at www.mdx.ac.uk/presessional. You should 
arrive in time for the start of teaching. Unfortunately there is no 
airport pick up for this programme, but you will be sent a pre-arrival 
pack with the relevant information.

We expect everyone else to arrive in time for the International 
Orientation programme. There is an airport pick up service as part  
of this programme. You can register for this International Orientation 
programme on our website during August. To find out more visit 
www.mdx.ac.uk/orientation. 

What documents do I need to bring with me when I arrive  
at the University?

Your Passport, a copy of your UK Visa, your original certificates  
of qualifications you used for entry (Translated into English) and  
your Middlesex University student number.
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Can I change my programme of study?

It is very unlikely that you will be allowed to change your programme 
when you arrive in London. If you wish to be considered for another 
course which is approved as part of the SwB scheme, please contact 
us on studyabroad@mdx.ac.uk prior to your arrival and enrolment. 

Can I choose the classes (modules) that I wish to take?

You will be accepted to study on a particular year of your chosen 
course, based on your previous relevant study. You will not be 
allowed to select modules from alternative programmes.

Some of the modules I am registered for at Middlesex I have 
already studied at my home Institution. Can I change these 
modules at least?

If you have taken and passed additional courses since your application 
to SwB and have now covered the subject areas you are registered 
for at Middlesex, you need to let us know by the date stated on your 
offer letter. You should also provide us with an updated Transcript of 
all your additional study, as well as the syllabi of the relevant courses 
that you have taken at your home institution.

When will I receive my class schedule?

You will receive your class timetable online when you arrive, during 
your induction week. 

Where can I find the Middlesex University Calendar?

The University Calendar can be located on our student website; 
UniHub. This shows all the key dates for the academic year.  
To view the calendar visit http://unihub.mdx.ac.uk/mdx/calendar/
index.aspx. 

Can I study other language courses during my programme?

Unfortunately it is not possible for you to study languages (or any 
other non-approved subject area) as part of your Science without 
Borders programme.

What type of accommodation will I be provided?

Students studying during the academic year will be provided with 
a private room in one of the University’s halls of residence. You 
may or may not receive an en-suite room (private bathroom). 
Unfortunately we are not able to accommodate individual requests 
for hall assignments. Students coming on the pre-sessional English 
programme prior to their academic year studies will also be provided 
with a room in a hall of residence, however they will likely need to 
move halls after their PSE programme. To find out more visit  
www.mdx.ac.uk/accommodation.

Can my family/friends stay in a hall/my room when they come 
and visit me whilst in the halls?

Your family and friends can’t have a room allocated to them to  
stay with you in halls. However, you are allowed to have a guest  
stay one night in the week and one night on the weekend. If you 
would like a guest to stay longer, you must go to your Hall Office  
to fill out an extended stay form. Please remember, you are 
responsible for your guests and must be with them at all times.

Can I choose my room? Can I be allocated the same 
accommodation as my friend?

You can specify that you would like a particular room or type of 
location (for example, non-smoking, not on ground floor or single 
gender flat) or even if you would like to be with a particular person. 

We will do our best to meet your request but cannot make any 
guarantees.

Do you provide meals in halls of residence?

No, all halls are self-catering. You will be able to find lots of places to 
buy food on campus, plus supermarkets and shops in your local area.

How can I arrange a work placement or research project as part 
of my SwB programme?

We strongly suggest you start discussions about the placement/
research project with your programme leader in the early stages 
of your studies. It is your responsibility to ensure you meet the full 
requirements of your scholarship and work with the programme 
leaders to ensure you have identified a suitable placement or 
research project. We also have an employability service that can 
provide advice to you about how to find a placement.

How might the UK education system differ to that of Brazil?

Feedback from our current Brazilian students has been that one of the 
main differences when studying in the UK is the focus on self-directed 
study. Students are encouraged to think independently:

 — Tutor’s guide each student on their own learning journey rather 
than providing answers

 — Students have opportunity to show initiative and take 
responsibility for their education, both during the course and after 
they finish

 — Through coursework, group work and presentations students will 
have the chance to apply theories and concepts in practical ways, 
while developing valuable, real-world skills in time management, 
organisation, communication, problem solving, decision making 
and negotiating

Why else might I want to choose Middlesex University?

 — Our close proximity to central London

 — Over 100 Brazilian students chose to study at Middlesex in 
2014/15

 — Middlesex offers free printing and photocopying service to all 
students

 — Students are able to borrow University laptops (and various  
other equipment) free of charge.

 — We have a large International student population, giving you a 
chance to meet people from across the world

 — We have invested £200 million on our London campus in the last 
decade to ensure we can provide fantastic facilities to enhance  
the student experience

How can I find out more about Middlesex University?

We would encourage all prospective students to spend time  
exploring both our main website at www.mdx.ac.uk and our  
student website, UniHub at www.unihub.mdx.ac.uk.  
There is a large amount of information about us on these websites, 
which can give you a great overview of Middlesex University and  
the support services we provide.

Who do I contact if I have any further queries?

If you have any questions that our websites cannot answer, please 
email studyabroad@mdx.ac.uk. 


