
 

 

International Politics Undergraduate Taster course 

 
Aims 
 
Understanding politics is about appreciating that there is more than one side to every 
story. Politics has never been so relevant to our personal lives. This taster course 
gives you a flavour of how we teach International Politics at Middlesex by 
participating in a fun and interactive study experience on a university campus. You 
will examine topics and debates that feature on our three undergraduate 
programmes; International Politics, Law with International Relations and International 
Politics, Economics and Law. 
 
Syllabus 
 
Session  Introductory Lecture Class discussion 

1 POLITICAL THOUGHT  What is and is not Political? 
2 SOVEREIGNTY Does Catalonia have the right to be 

independent? 
3 DEMOCRACY Is democracy in crisis? 
4 THEORIES OF INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS 
Is military humanitarian intervention 
right?  

5 THE UNITED NATIONS Should the UN be reformed? 
6 THE EUROPEAN UNION Should the UK leave the EU? 
7 GLOBALIZATION Is globalization declining? 
8 INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL 

ECONOMY 
Should developed countries give 
more in foreign aid? 

9 MIGRATION Should Europe open its doors to 
more refugees? 

10 GEOPOLITICS Should the West fear the rise of the 
East?  

 
 
Learning outcomes 
 
On successful completion of the course, students will: 
 

• Gain knowledge and understanding through expert lectures giving you the key 
facts and tools to start thinking about political matters critically and analytically 
through student-led discussions in seminars in which you can start to make up 
your own mind.  

• Develop valuable skills such as team working, project planning, problem-
solving and communication skills. 

• Gain confidence, a sense of achievement and life enhancing abilities to help 
students achieve more from social, school, work and other situations. 



• Our research interests feed into our lectures and in turn will empower and 
encourage our students to think and understand the increasingly complex 
world of global politics.  

 
• Learn skills and knowledge to prepare them for future careers in International 

politics. 

 
 

 
 


