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Programme Specification and 
Curriculum Map for BA (Hons) Fashion Textiles 
 
1. Programme title BA (Hons) Fashion Textiles 

Middlesex  University 
Middlesex  University 
N/A 
BA (Honours) 
2015/16 
English 
Full Time 

2. Awarding institution 
3. Teaching institution 
4. Programme accredited by 
5. Final qualification 
6. Academic year 
7. Language of study 
8. Mode of study 
 
 
9. Criteria for admission to the programme 
These regulations are made in accordance with the Academic Regulations for University 
Awards and conform to the Middlesex Academic Credit Scheme (MACS) and the Common 
Academic Framework 
 
Everyone who applies and meets the entry requirements will be offered an interview for 
the BA (Hons) Fashion Textiles Degree. You will be met by one of the tutors who will review 
all work presented by you in your portfolio. 
 
Specific Admissions Policy and Procedures for Fashion: 
All acceptances for 1st Year are subject to an interview and review of their portfolio for 
possible selection for a place on the Fashion Textiles Degree and are conditional on having 
successfully completed either: 
   

• a Foundation Course Certificate in Art and Design 
Or 

• a National Diploma in General Art and Design 
 
Or, where appropriate: 
  

• A recognised professional qualification in one experience of the design 
disciplines – fashion / textiles, three dimensional design, interior or spatial 
design, product/industrial design, visual communication/graphics, furniture, 
ceramics, jewellery, metals, glass or architecture. 

• At least three passes at Level C and above in GCSE should be in academic 
subjects, including English Language. 

• At least three passes at Level C and above in GCSE including English Language. 
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Direct entry to 2nd Year and 3rd Year: 
Candidates are eligible for entry at a higher level upon successful completion of: 
 

• a Higher National Diploma in Textiles/Fashion or Certificate level of an equivalent 
BA Fashion programme in another Institute 

 
It is unusual for applicants to apply for the third year of any of the Fashion based degrees. 
However, applicants are welcome to apply. 
 
International students 
International students must have an IELTS score of 6.0 (or equivalent) (students who score 
less than 5.5 on any element are strongly recommended to attend the M.U. pre-sessional 
programme) and should submit a portfolio to the Fashion Textiles staff. This can be 
supplied electronically. 
 
Mature students 
If you are a mature student and you do not have the required qualifications but can submit 
the required standard of portfolio, you can still be eligible for a place. We value all mature 
students as a positive element to the student cohort. 
 
Part Time Students 
Applicants who wish to study part time are welcome. There is a part time diagram of the 
course included in this Handbook for guidance – a programme of study should be planned 
with the Programme Leader. 
 
10. Aims of the programme 
The programme aims to produce confident graduates: 
 

• With a high level of abstract thinking who generate original ideas and are innovators 
within their field. 

• Who are able to critically review, consolidate and extend a systematic and coherent 
body of knowledge utilizing specialist skills across the area of Fashion Textiles. 

• Who demonstrate expertise and autonomy as a practitioner within the creative 
industries. 

• Who have the ability to transfer and apply diagnostic and creative skills exercising 
significant judgment in a range of situations. 

 
11. Programme outcomes 
 
A. Knowledge and understanding 
On completion of this programme the successful student will have: 
 
1. A confident, investigative and original approach to research and design problems 
2. The ability to Communicate through the presentation of their work 
3. The cultural, historical, political and socio-economic context of fashion and its‘related 

fields of design. 
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4. Ability to critically review, consolidate, and extend a systematic and coherent body of 
knowledge of fashion and textile concepts including contemporary fashion/ fashion 
textiles 

 
Teaching/learning methods 
Students gain knowledge and understanding through: 
 
Garment fittings, design critiques, tutorials, written feedback and peer assessments. One-
to-one tutorials, group critiques, self- directed study and resource- based learning are used 
within design projects. (Resources include libraries at Hendon and elsewhere for books, 
DVD and videos, journal and magazine archives, special collections, also the internet, shops 
and museums). 
 
Assessment Method 
 
Students‘ knowledge and understanding is assessed by coursework for example, 
sketchbooks, textile samples, garments, fashion awareness and context, research, 
observational drawing and design development. 
 
B. Cognitive (thinking) skills 
On completion of this programme the successful student will be able to: 
 
1. Independently access new information, concepts and evidence from a range of sources. 
2. Exercise significant judgment in a wide range of complex and variable contexts. 
3. Formulate ideas and solutions through analysis and transformation at an abstract level. 
4. Demonstrate exceptional analytical, problem solving skills. 
5. Display an exceptional degree of originality and creativity. 
 
Teaching/learning methods 
Students learn cognitive skills through: 
 
One-to-one tutorials, group discussion and critiques, self-directed study, resource- based 
learning through design projects, garment fittings, and design critiques. 
 
Assessment Method 
Students‘ cognitive skills are assessed by coursework for example, sketchbooks, textile 
samples, garments, fashion awareness and context, research, observational drawing and 
design development. 
 
C. Practical skills 
On completion of the programme the successful student will be able to: 
 
1. Draft patterns and Construct garments to a high standard. 
2. Utilise highly specialized technical skills to produce printed, knitted, woven and 

embellished  textiles 
3. Apply exceptional presentation skills including design drawings, working drawings using 

specific industrial software and graphic skills relevant to a fashion textiles portfolio. 
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Teaching/learning methods 
Students learn practical skills through master classes, technical workshops, demonstrations 
and practice. 
 
Assessment Method 
Students‘ practical skills are assessed by coursework, for example, sketchbooks, textile 
samples, garments, fashion awareness and context, research, observational drawing and 
design development. 
 
D. Graduate Skills 

 
1. On completion of this programme the successful student will be able to demonstrate: 
2. Confident personal and career development skills 
3. Initiating the creation of ideas and solutions through analysis and transformation at 

abstract level. 
4. Communication and articulate a coherent body of knowledge to a professional 

audience using media appropriate to the fashion industry. 
5. Responsibility and accountability for all aspects of work including planning, resourcing, 

quality standards and / or secondary responsibility for the work of others. 
6. I.T including CAD Skills. 
 
Teaching/learning methods 
Students acquire graduate skills through the preparation for and participation in, the 
Transferable Skills and Professional practice activities and inclusion in peer group discussion 
and assessment during group critiques. 
 
Assessment method 
Students’ graduate skills are assessed by their ability to display professionalism. Thus 
assessment criteria include the ability to achieve deadlines, display good conduct and 
attendance and voluntary inclusion/participation in peer group. 
 
12. Programme structure (levels, modules, credits and progression requirements) 
 
12. 1 Overall structure of the programme 
 
BA (Hons) Fashion Textiles is a three year full time or 5 year part time programme. (For part 
time mode please consult the part time diagram.) Each year contains a set of modules, 
which provide credit points that allow each student to progress to the following year. 
 
Students will need 360 credit points in total for a BA Honours in Fashion Textiles. This is 
made up of a total of 120 credit points in each academic year. 
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The Programme 
The course aims to realise textiles within a well-defined fashion context rather than as an 
end in itself, through the teaching of garment design and construction, alongside textile 
design. 
Textile Design and Fashion construction in equal distribution that ensures both processes 
are always in dialogue and are constantly informing one another. This enables student to 
enter the Fashion Industry as multi-skilled designers in their own right. 
 
Technical practices, e.g. workshops in print, knit, weave and embellishment are taught 
alongside core Fashion modules that run through the degree with other modules allowing 
the student to study complementary areas of activity especially in the area of specialist 
skills. 
 
The programme is enriched, informed and supported by Visual Culture and Design modules, 
which contextualise the academic work within the Fashion modules and connect the 
students thinking to cultural, political, socio- economic and philosophical issues that inform 
our society. 
 
The first year has modules that introduce the study of the various areas of Fashion Textiles 
and advance that knowledge. Complementary modules introduce and advance the 
knowledge and understanding of the specialist skills associated with the construction of 
clothing and textiles, i.e. pattern cutting, draping on the stand and garment construction, 
print, knit, weave and embellishment as well as portfolio presentation, and finishing‘s, 
technical/working drawings using specific industry software and styling. Modules are 
divided into a series of projects of varying lengths that incorporate research and making 
skills that lead to design and design/ textile development. 
 
The second year builds on the knowledge and skills gained in the first. About halfway 
through the second year a placement of approximately six weeks duration is included 
where the student spends time working with a designer and/or in a Fashion studio. The 
placement takes place in the weeks leading up to London Fashion Week. This second year 
also involves the study of more advanced specialist skills associated with the construction 
of clothing and specialized textile pathways. 
 
The third year allows further development of the chosen specialist skills and their 
application to Fashion and Textiles through to the final presentation of an extensive and 
varied portfolio of work and the design cut and make of a final fashion collection that 
displays professionalism, quality and originality. 
 
Year 1/Level 4 
Modules 
FSH1510 (30 credit points) - studio  
FSH1400 (30 credit points) - studio  
FSH1111 (30 credit points) - studio  
FSH1931 (30 credit points) – contextual studies 
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The three studio Fashion modules run alongside one another. The work during the first year 
introduces a series of research and design projects. 
 
 
FSH1510 covers a series of Fashion Awareness projects. How to apply information skills to 
navigate, retrieve, and manage information from a variety of sources and the selection and 
employment of communication and information technologies. Induction to the Libraries 
fashion learning resources. Its outcomes include sketchbooks, portfolio presented work and 
contemporary mediums such as blogs, tumblers and WebPages. As part of this Module, we 
will also be introducing you to various CAD packages including Photoshop and Illustrator, 
skills that are essential for employment in the Fashion and Fashion Textiles Industry. 
 
In FSH1400 the cohort of students will work by rotation through three, six week projects 
focusing on basic knowledge and skills in print, knit or woven textiles with an emphasis on a 
fashion context underpinned by a design brief. 
 
The FSH1111 module focuses on the knowledge and skills specific to fashion design and 
construction. The students will learn basic sewing and flat pattern cutting while learning 
how to create a concept, conduct research through to designing and creating a garment. 
This module will involve working in collaboration with students from the Fashion Design 
degree and will culminate in a fashion runway show independently organized and run by 
the cohort. Students work individually and in group discussions and critiques. 
 
FSH 1931 introduces students to the contexts within which fashion operates in order to 
provide a rich visual and intellectual resource.  Students will be introduced to physical and 
digital archives including Middlesex's own handling collections of garments and ephemera, 
from which to develop a range of writing and research skills. 
There will be opportunities to work individually, in groups and to engage in discussions. 
 
All projects on the BA Fashion Textiles Programme demand an intense amount of research 
and it is at this stage that the student begins to learn to apply and investigative and be 
thorough in their approach to all aspects of their work. The Visual Cultures module FSH 
1931 relates to, and supports the Fashion Textile modules and is compulsory. 
 
Year 2/Level 5 
From the beginning of the Second Year the student will specialise in one area of Textiles for 
Fashion - either Print, Knit or Weave – and the skills in Fashion with Print Knit or Weave 
(FSH 2222) will be advanced. A variety of projects (FSH 2400) will encourage students to 
develop their portfolio and design collections and make garments and Fashion Textiles 
samples. 
 
Modules 
FSH2222 (60 credit points) – Studio  
FSH2400 (30 credit points) – Studio 
FSH2936 (30 credit points) – Contextual Studies 
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Professional practice is addressed during the period of work experience (FSH 2222) 
embedded in the second year. This allows the time in the industry from the beginning of 
the second term and is ideally placed in the weeks around London Fashion Week, Premiere 
Vision and PittiFilati so that students may take advantage of the additional activities in 
designer/practitioner workrooms and studios at that time. Preparation for this work 
experience starts in October with workshops on curriculum vitae and advice on proposed 
destinations. This period of work experience has proved to be a vital and exciting part of 
the Textiles degree. All students find work in one of the places of their choice and we 
intend to include this good practice in this degree. These often lead to job offers on or 
before graduation. There are follow up support workshops after the work experience 
period to help the student produce an analytical, effective and exciting record of their work 
experience. 
 
The work during this year comprises a series of design projects of varying lengths that may 
demand historical, cultural and/or sociological research thus relating to the Visual Cultures 
module at this level. These projects are run parallel to the module FSH 2400 which furthers 
interpretation and use of specialist skills. These projects are accompanied by group 
discussions and presentation tutorials to develop communication skills. Curriculum vitae 
and interview skills workshops are held to support the work placement contained in 
module FSH2222. This module comprises of a placement in the fashion industry of 
approximately six weeks duration. The destination is defined by the student with their tutor 
in conjunction with specialist skills and interests and a proposed career path. These 
projects are accompanied by group discussions, presentations, tutorials to develop 
communication skills. 
 
FSH2936 builds upon the themes and skills introduced at Level 4, further developing the 
concept of fashion as both culture and globalised industry.  Students are introduced to the 
idea of fashion as a system and encouraged to consider the role of their practice within this 
system.  There will be opportunities for students to select specialist areas for study, both 
through research projects and extended writing tasks.  Students will work both individually 
and in groups. 
 
Our students have completed internships with designers such as: Jonathan Saunders, 
Louise Gray, Mary Katranzou, and Fashion East. 
 
Year 3/Level 6 
The focus of the final year is on the further developing and establishment of individuality 
and personal style as the student moves toward presenting final work outcomes with an 
encouragement to more practical thinking and a professional approach. 
 
Modules 
FSH3600 (90 credit points) – Studio  
FSH3930 (30 credit points) – Contextual Studies 

 
The first term begins with a Pre-Collection project – within FSH 3600 – that encourages a 
more precise exploration of personal design interest. You will conceive your own project, 
which relates to your personal direction within Fashion Textiles. Pre-collection is the time 
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to explore who you are as a designer, you are no longer working from set briefs, it is up to 
you to synthesize, direct and manage your own vision. You must produce extensive 
research, design development, sampling and toiling, evidencing engagement with your 
chosen subject matter while being innovative and improving on refinement. Pre-Collection 
requires you to work quickly and efficiently in order to produce a successful outcome 
within a personal area of study, you must learn from past experience over the two previous 
years and apply learning to improve on working methods, time management and 
organization. The first term lays foundation for your Final Major Collection in terms of 
concept and contextualization of your work. Pre-Collection is also when you must explore 
and resolve textiles sampling and design. There are further periods of technical tuition and 
master classes. This year also includes FSH3930, which is a  research project in a subject of 
each student's own choosing and resulting in a 5500 word Research Essay.  Students will be 
allocated a specialist tutor with whom they will develop their project, supported by 
lectures/workshops which cover more general aspects of research and writing. 
 

12.2 Levels and modules 
Level 4 

COMPULSORY OPTIONAL PROGRESSION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Students must take all of the  
 
 
N/A 

 
 
Successful completion  
of all modules 

following: 

FSH1510 
FSH1400 
FSH1111  
FSH1931 

Level 5 

COMPULSORY OPTIONAL PROGRESSION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Students must take all of the 
following: 
 
FSH2400  
FSH2222  
FSH2936 

 
 
 
N/A 

 
 
Successful completion  
of all modules 

Level 6 

COMPULSORY OPTIONAL PROGRESSION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Students must take all of the 
following: 
 
FSH3600  
FSH3930 

 
 
N/A 

 
 
Successful completion  
of all modules 
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None of our modules are compensable. This is due to the fact that the majority of the 
teaching learning you will receive is studio/technical based. Without the understanding of 
these essential skills it is not possible for a student on the Fashion Textiles Degree to 
achieve any subsequent learning outcomes. 

 
 
14. Information  about  assessment  regulations  
Please refer to the Middlesex Regulations:  http://www.mdx.ac.uk/regulations/ 
 
Automatic or Self-deferral is not permitted on any modules within the Fashion Textiles 
programme. Students wishing to defer must consult with the Assessment and Achievement 
Officer for Art & Design, and also inform their Year Tutor / Module Leader and Programme 
Leader. 
 
15. Placement opportunities, requirements and support (if applicable) 
A period of work experience is included in the FSH2222 module in Year 2 (Level 5). It is 
approximately 6 weeks in length and is designed to allow the student to spend time in their 
chosen area of the Fashion/Textiles industry on a full time basis in order to experience 
professional activity first hand. It is held in the weeks before London Fashion Week so as to 
allow maximum opportunity for a full experience. 
 

• The work experience is run with support, and under the guidelines, of the Work 
Placement Office. 

• The work experience is supported earlier in the year by Curriculum Vitae workshops 
and tutorial advice on destinations. 

• Blogs and presentations after completion of the work experience support the 
generation of the outcomes of this part to the module. 

 
16. Future careers 
The programme supports the graduate’s future career developments by the activities 
within it. Students from this Programme have forged successful and lucrative careers in 
fashion, art direction and Fashion Textiles, styling, pattern cutting, sample machinist 
illustration and associated areas. We have many successful alumni for example Ashley 
Fletcher (Head of Menswear, Versace), BodyMap, and the Senior Designer at Burberry, and 
a recent graduates collection is now stocked in Harvey Nichols. 
 
One of the key options for recent graduates here at Middlesex University is to progress 
onto one of our Art and Design MAs and in particular the MA Fashion. There are many 
incentives, including financial support for any Middlesex University students wishing to 
follow this path. 
 
17. Particular support for learning 
The staff team have a wide variety of skills and experiences and are actively engaged in 
personal practice outside the University ensuring awareness of current practice. 

 

http://www.mdx.ac.uk/regulations/
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Support for self directed learning appraisal and analysis through individual and group work 
 
Campus support includes workshop availability (with prior arrangement) and relevant 
Health and Safety inductions by technical staff on all specialist equipment. 
 
ILRS facilities and resources, including specialist books, journals, videos, DVDs, slides, 
special collections and computer programmes and subject dedicated librarians. 
 
18. JACS code 
W230 
 
19. Relevant QAA subject benchmark group(s) 
Art & Design 
 
20. Reference points 

• Relevant  University  Regulations:  http://mdx.ac.uk/regulations/ 
• QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for Art & Design / BA (Hons) Fashion Textiles 
• The Framework for Higher Education in England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
• Student, Staff, External Examiners and Graduate feedback comments 
• Learning and Teaching Policy and Strategy 

 
21. Other information 
Please note programme specifications provide a concise summary of the main features of 
the programme and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be 
expected to achieve if s/he takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are 
provided. More detailed information about the programme can be found in the programme 
handbook and the University Regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mdx.ac.uk/regulations/
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Curriculum map for BA (Hons) Fashion Textiles 
This section shows the highest level at which programme outcomes are to be achieved by all graduates, and maps programme 
learning outcomes against the modules in which they are assessed. 

Programme learning outcomes 
Knowledge and understanding Practical skills 

A1 How to undertake a confident, investigative and 
original approach to research and design problems 

C1 Draft Patterns and Construct garments to a high standard. 

A2 How to communicate effectively in a range of 
contexts including through presentation of work 

C2 Utilize highly specialized technical skills to produce textiles. 

 
A3 

The cultural, historical, political and socioeconomic 
context of fashion and its‘ related fields of design 

 
C3 

Apply exceptional presentation skills including design 
drawings, working drawings using specific industry 
software and graphic skills relevant to a Fashion Textiles 

  
A4 

Critically review, consolidate, and extend a systematic 
and coherent body of knowledge in fashion and textile 
concepts including contemporary fashion textiles. 

  

Cognitive skills Graduate Skills 

B1 Independently access new information, concepts and 
evidence from a range of sources. 

D1 Confident personal and career development skills. 

B2 Exercise significant judgment in a wide range of complex 
and variable contexts. 

D2 Initiating the creation of ideas and solutions through analysis 
and transformation at an abstract level. 

 
B3 

Formulate ideas and solutions through analysis 
and transformation at an abstract level. 

 
D3 

Communicate and articulate a coherent body of 
knowledge to a professional audience using media 
appropriate to the fashion industry. 

 
B4 

 
Exceptional analytical, problem solving skills. 

 
D4 

Responsibility and accountability for all aspects of work 
including planning, resourcing, quality standards and/ or 
secondary responsible for the work of others. 

B5 Display an exceptional degree of originality and creativity D5 IT, including CAD skills. 
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Programme outcomes 
A1 A2 A3 A4 B1 B2 B3 B4 B5 C1 C2 C3 D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 
Highest level achieved by all graduates 

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 
 
 

Module Title  
Module Code 
by Level 

Programme outcomes 

A1 A2 A3 A4 B1 B2 B3 B4 B5 C1 C2 C3 D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 

Level 4  

Fashion 101 FSH1510 x x x x x  x     x   x x x 

Introducing Fashion Textiles FSH1400 x  x x x  x     x      
Exploring Textiles as Fashion FSH1111 x   x  x    x x x      

Fashion Cultural Contexts & 
Representation 

FSH1931 x  x x x  x x     x x    

Level 5 

Developing Fashion Textiles FSH2400 x x x      x x x x      

Fashion Textiles in Context FSH2222       x x  x x x    x x 

Fashion Cultures FSH2936 x x x x x x x x     x x x   
Level 6 

Fashion Textiles Portfolio & 
Final Collection 

FSH3600   x x  x  x x x x  x x x  x 

Critical & Contextual Research 
Project 

FSH3930  x x  x x x x       x  x 
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MODULE NARATIVES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this section you will find details of all the modules associated with your programme so 
that you can see what is involved in your programme and make any choices over option 
modules (if applicable). 
 
The narratives were correct at the time this handbook went to print but details change 
over time (especially reading lists) and therefore you should always refer to the latest 
version available on the My Study area of myUniHub: 
https://myunihub.mdx.ac.uk/web/home-community/mystudy 
 

https://myunihub.mdx.ac.uk/web/home-community/mystudy
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Module Code  FSH1510 
Module Title  Fashion 101 
Module Leader  Scott Ramsay Kyle 
Credit   30 
 
Aims 
 
This module aims to introduce you to the wider world of Fashion. You will already be 
aware of various magazines, websites, shops, galleries and museums etc. but we will be 
asking you to explore so much more. You are studying in London and, even if you are 
already familiar with this wonderful fashion capital, the projects on this module will 
guide you to some of the most exciting fashion, textiles and design related places in the 
world. As part of this Module, we will also be introducing you to various CAD packages 
including Photoshop and Illustrator, skills that are essential for employment in the 
Fashion and Fashion Textiles Industry. We will be asking you to reflect on your 
experiences and report back on them through a blog that you will build yourself. We will 
also be introducing you to other inspirational resources that you can explore in order to 
open up a whole new understanding of what can be employed as a research resource. 
The final element of this module involves a ‘Design Assistant’ project, where you will be 
placed with a current third year student and will work closely with them during the 
making of their graduate collection. This experience will be invaluable in terms of 
experience and networking and will prepare you for your own final major project. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
Knowledge 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to: 
 

1. Develop a rigorous approach to the acquisition of a broad knowledge base in 
fashion and culture and be aware of their relation to the development of 
innovative fashion design (A1)(A3) 

2. Present  their  research  effectively,  utilizing  a  variety  of  methods  and  
media, sketchbooks, digitally and verbally (A2) 

3. Demonstrate an awareness of contemporary fashion in a variety of contexts (A4) 
 
Skills 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to demonstrate: 
 

1. A variety of approaches to research and to design problems. (B1, B3) 
2. An ability to develop and present original design work digitally. (C3) 
3. A competency in realising work in materials, media and techniques appropriate 

to a fashion portfolio to a finished and practical standard employing a variety of 
means including for example – hand and digitally generated illustration, 
photography, collage etc. (D3, D5) 

4. A sense of responsibility for the work of others, accountability, planning, 
resourcing and working effectively with others. (D4) 
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Syllabus 
 

• Projects to promote fashion awareness and its presentation 
• Employment of research and the building of a portfolio 
• Introduction to, and engagement with, e-learning 
• Projects to introduce subject specialist skills 
• Induction to the library’s learning resources 

 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 
 

• Projects set by the tutors- of varying lengths demanding wide-ranging research 
rather than focusing only on fashion. They may include cultural, musical, 
architectural, conceptual, historical, sociological, philosophical elements as well 
as requiring technical ability and a practical outcome. 

• Group workshops incorporating demonstration and practice, and induction in to 
the use of historical and contemporary media for the dissemination of trends and 
culture/subcultures. 

• Individual and group tutorials - allowing the students and staff to interact on 
contemporary and historical design issues, introducing an awareness of the 
theoretical basis of fashion and style and its historical, political and socio-
economic and cultural roots and determinants. 

• Induction to the library’s fashion learning resources. 
• All components must be passed in order to pass the module. 

 
Assessment Scheme 
  
Formative Assessment 
 

1. Fashion  Blog  
2. Subcultures Blog  
3. Designers Blog  
4 .  Styling /Photography /Reality Blog  
5. Design Assistant Blog  

 
Summative Assessment 
 

6. Blog Portfolio Presentation 
 
Assessment Weighting 
100% Coursework 
 
Learning Materials 
Your online reading lists can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They 
highlight essential and recommended reading for all modules you are registered on. 
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Module Code FSH1400 
Module Title  Introducing Fashion Textiles 
Module Leader Julie Stephenson 
Credit   30 
 
Aims 
In this module we will be introducing you to three textile pathway skill sets. Weave, Print, 
and Knit. This work will be underpinned by a small design project suitable for the 
technique you are learning. 
 
We aim to give students a thorough and comprehensive grounding in designing for 
printed and constructed textiles with emphasis on the specialist nature of fashion 
textiles. You will be introduced to a design methodology based on the development and 
exploration of personal visual research, which recognises the link between studio and 
workshop practice. We will foster a culture of studio working practice which offers 
support for individual development, and contextualise the historical influences in textile 
design. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
Knowledge 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to demonstrate: 
 

1. An understanding of the role of research, including visual research, within the 
design process (A1) 

2. An understanding of the interdependency of theory and practice (A4) 
3. An awareness of the role of historical and contemporary influences in design 

development (A3) 
 
Skills 
This module will call for the successful student to demonstrate: 
 

1. Independently  access  information  appropriate  to  your  specialism  to  inform  
your research (B1) 

2. The application of that research including visual research as a basis for the 
design process (B3) 

3. Attention to detail and the effective communication of ideas (C3) 
 
Syllabus 
 

• Projects  to  develop  design  in  two  main  areas  of  textiles:  printed  
textiles  and constructed textiles for fashion textiles. 

• In printed textiles students will investigate composition, mark making and spatial 
awareness in relation to repeat and design for engineered prints 

• In constructed textiles students will investigate colour and texture in relation to 
design for woven and knitted textiles 
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Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 
 

• The students will work by rotation through 3, 6-week projects focusing on the 
basic knowledge and skills in print, knit and woven textiles with an emphasis on a 
fashion output. 

• Each rotation will be formatively stage assessed at the end of 6 weeks and the 
summative assessment will be given on submission of your portfolio. 

 
Assessment scheme 
 
Formative Assessment 
 

1. Print Project 
2. Knit Project 
3. Weave project 

 
Summative Assessment 
 

4. Textile Design Portfolio 
 
Assessment Weighting 
100% coursework 
 
Learning Materials 
Your online reading lists can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They 
highlight essential and recommended reading for all modules you are registered on. 
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Module Code  FSH1111 
Module Title  Exploring Textiles as Fashion  
Module Leader Gwen Fereday/Scott Ramsay Kyle  
Credit   30 
 
 
Aims 

 
This module focuses on the knowledge and skills specific to fashion design and construction. 
You will learn basic sewing and flat pattern cutting while learning how to create a concept, 
conduct research through to designing and creating a garment. This module will involve 
working in collaboration with students from the Fashion Design degree and will culminate 
in a fashion runway show independently organized and run by the cohort. You will combine 
technical knowledge in textiles and apply it to garment design and construction. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
Knowledge 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to: 

1. Recognise the significance of research and its role in the production of original work 
and how it supports the solving of design problems (A1) 

2. Critically evaluate textile design and construction in combination with pattern 
cutting and garment construction (B2) 

3. Present fashion textiles in context (A4) 
 
Skills 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to demonstrate: 
 

1. The ability to apply pattern cutting and garment construction techniques in 
response to specialist textile skills (C1, C2) 

2. The ability to develop and present original design work in a Portfolio and in a 
Fashion Show (C3) 

 
Syllabus 

• Themed design project promoting research skills and the understanding of fashion 
design in combination with textiles. 

• Workshops in garment construction and pattern cutting 
• Fittings on live models 
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Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 

• Group workshops incorporating demonstration and practice of pattern cutting and 
the making of samples relevant to garment construction that will call upon the 
student to engage in the relationship and progression between designed clothing 
and constructed clothing and to achieve both in a way that is innovative and 
successful. 

• Demonstrations and Workshops for the transference of specialist technical skills as 
they relate to garment construction. 

• There will be Formative stage assessments as part of fittings and lines-ups. 
Summative assessment will be given after the presentation of garments at the 
fashion show. 

 
Assessment Scheme 
 
Formative Assessment 

1. Research Book and Design Development 
 

Summative Assessment 
 

2. Fashion Textiles Garment & Final Portfolio 
 

Assessment Weighting 
100% Coursework 
 
Learning Materials 
Your online reading lists can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They highlight 
essential and recommended reading for all modules you are registered on. 
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Module Code  FSH1931 
Module Title  Fashion Cultural Contexts & Representation 
Module Leader Emma Dick 
Credit   30 
 
Aims 
 
This module aims to introduce students to the contexts for Fashion histories in order to 
provide a rich visual and intellectual resource for their developing research practices both 
studio and academic. We aim to work with students to lay the foundations for good 
research practice by encouraging them to work in a hands-on way with the archives, 
collections and resources of London's major collections.  Good connections between studio 
projects and lectures, seminars and study visits will enhance the student‘s ability to make 
connections between research and practice. The module aims to develop student's 
knowledge and understanding of the visual cultures of clothing and styling in London to the 
extent that by Level 5 they will be able to move to more difficult projects of theorization.  
The module aims to develop good writing and communication skills. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
Knowledge 
On completion of this module successful students will have developed their knowledge and 
understanding of: 
 

1. The histories and cultures of Fashion including garments, textiles and 
representation within various media (A3, A4). 

2. How dress explores, reflects and influences society (A4, B1). 
 
Skills 
On completion of this module successful students will be able to: 
 

1. Evaluate and analyse the ways in which Fashion is produced, disseminated and 
consumed (A1, B3, B4) 

2. Use a range of research methods and resources (A1, A3, B1, D2). 
3. Present arguments and analysis effectively in writing (A4, B1, D1) 

 
Syllabus 
 

• Focusing on rich visual culture of Fashion and costume, including its representation 
in portraits, engravings, fashion plates, photography, sculpture, film, television, the 
internet and in many and varied literary sources- the module explores how dress 
reflects and influences society and contemporary design practice. 

• Supported by a wealth of images and readings from our own library, the module 
introduces concepts that deal with the ways in which political, social and religious 
ideologies can be expressed in dress. 
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Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 
 

• Learning on this module is primarily by means of directed reading, viewing and 
research, supported by lectures, seminars, visits and the use of myUniHub. Study 
visits, developed in conjunction with Studio staff will be central to the teaching 
strategy. 

• A range of research skills and methods will be used in seminars to develop critical 
thinking and analysis. 

• E-learning technologies will be used for learning, teaching and assessment. Use of 
the Virtual Learning Environment is embedded within this module. 

 
Assessment Scheme 
 
Formative Assessment  
 

1. Research Skills exercise  
2. Referencing Skills exercise 

 
Summative Assessment  
 

3. 2,000-word essay  
 
Assessment Weighting 
100% Coursework 
 
Learning Materials 
Your online reading lists can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They highlight 
essential and recommended reading for all modules you are registered on. 
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Module Code  FSH2222 
Module Title  Fashion Textiles in Context  
Module Leader Gwen Fereday/Scott Ramsay Kyle  
Credit   60 
 
Aims 
 
You will develop and enhance your research skills within a contemporary fashion context, 
as well as widening your awareness of the fashion industry. You will explore innovative 
pattern cutting and garment construction techniques in combination with advanced 
technical skills within your chosen specialism. 
 
Professional practice is addressed during this module, and you will be embarking on your 
work placement within the fashion industry. This will ideally be placed in the weeks around 
London Fashion Week, Premiere Vision and PittiFilati so that you may take advantage of 
the additional activities in designer/practitioner workrooms and studios at that time. Your 
placement will be invaluable in terms of employability and often they lead to job offers on 
or before graduation. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
Knowledge 
On completion of this module the successful student will have: 
 

1. Knowledge of professional practice and responsibility for all aspects of work, 
including secondary responsibility for the work of others (D4) 

2. The ability to formulate ideas through the investigation analysis of set of given 
research material (B3, B4) 

3. Garment construction skills appropriate to textile specialism (C2) 
 
Skills 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to demonstrate: 
 

1. The ability to employ garment construction skills in relation to advanced skills within 
their textiles specialist areas (C1, C2) 

2. Exceptional portfolio and presentation skills, both verbal and visual including CAD 
Skills. (C3, D5) 

 
Syllabus 
 

• A single design project focusing on the design and application of specialist textiles 
within a capsule fashion collection 

• The development of portfolio and CAD skills 
• Introduction to advanced skills and techniques for both textile specialism and 

silhouette design 
• Curriculum vitae and interview skills 
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• Development of portfolio based skills and construction skills and their use in design 
projects 

• A work placement of approximately six weeks- from end of the Christmas break to 
the end of London Fashion Week in February (or equivalent experience). The 
placement will take place with a designer or practitioner, selected and approached 
by the student, who is working in preparation for London Fashion Week (either on- 
or off schedule or related activities e.g. a stylist, show producer or trend predictor) 

 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 
 

• Workshops – to demonstrate and develop specialist skills acquired at Level four and 
the introduction of further specialist skills. This will include not only studio skills 
such as pattern cutting etc., but also workshops in drafting curriculum vitae, 
interview techniques, portfolio presentation and other skills specific to the degree. 
Placement with the fashion Industry. 

• Demonstration, practice and master classes- for the transference and development 
of basic skills acquired at level four and the introduction of further specialist skills. 

• Individual tutorials and group seminars- to develop design ideas into 3 D. 
• Toile fitting- developing ideas of fit, details, silhouette and proportion on the body 
• Group critique- for feedback from tutor and peer group of finished technical 

outcome 
 
Assessment Scheme  
 
Formative assessment 
 

1. Research Book and Design Development 
2. Work Placement Reflective Blog and CV 

  
Summative Assessment 
 

3. Capsule Collection and Portfolio 
 
Assessment Weighting 
100% Coursework 
 
Learning Materials 
Your online reading lists can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They highlight 
essential and recommended reading for all modules you are registered on. 
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Module Code  FSH2400 
Module Title  Developing Fashion Textiles  
Module Leader Gwen Fereday/Scott Ramsay Kyle  
Credit   30 
 
Aims 
 
During this module you will develop your portfolio and design work to a more advanced 
level. There will be further emphasis on the versatility and the professional application of 
garment construction skills alongside your textile specialism. You will focus more closely on 
the advanced techniques used to produce textiles, including the skills needed to operate 
specialist equipment and other industry relevant machinery. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
Knowledge 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to demonstrate: 
 

1. A confident, investigative and independent approach to research and design 
problems (A1) 

2. An understanding of current and historical fashion and textiles (A3) 
3. Effective communication of your design concepts (A2) 

 
Skills 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to: 
 

1. Utilize highly specialized technical skills to produce textiles and interpret through 
garment construction. (C1, C2) 

2. Display an exceptional level of originality in developing a response to contemporary 
fashion and textiles (B5) 

3. Articulate ideas confidently in a portfolio. (C3) 
 
Syllabus 
 

• Students will specialise in printed textiles, woven textiles or knitted textiles within 
the discipline of fashion textiles. 

• Projects to develop a capsule fashion collection 
• Additional workshops to prepare students for work experience. 
• Fittings on live models. 

 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 
 

• Group workshops incorporating demonstration and practice of pattern cutting and 
the making of samples relevant to garment construction that will call upon the 
student to engage in the relationship and progression between designed clothing 
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and constructed clothing and to achieve both in a way that is innovative and 
successful. 

 
• Demonstrations and Workshops for the transference of specialist technical skills as 

they relate to textiles and garment construction. 
• There will be Formative stage assessments for research and design, as well as during 

fittings. Summative assessment will be given on submission of your portfolio, 
finished garments and textile samples. 

 
Assessment Scheme 
 
Formative Assessment 
 

1. Research Book and Design Development 
 
Summative Assessment 
 

2. Final Garment and Textiles Collection 
 
Assessment Weighting 
100% coursework 
 
Learning Materials 
Your online reading lists can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They highlight 
essential and recommended reading for all modules you are registered on. 
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Module Code  FSH2936 
Module Title  Fashion Cultures 
Module Leader Catherine Dormor 
Credit   30 
 
Aims 
 
Building on work at Level 4 this module introduces the concept of fashion as both culture 
and industry. We aim to explore the link between the fashion industries and the processes 
of globalisation. Students are introduced to the idea of fashion as a system and asked to 
consider the role of their practice - fashion textiles, styling, promotion, design etc. within 
this 'fashion system'. To understand some of the ethical issues raised by the fashion 
industries. Be able to theorize and understand their own developing practice within a wider 
fashion system. - The module aims to further extend the writing and communication skills 
developed at Level 4. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
Knowledge 
On completion of this module successful students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of: 
 

1. The theory and concept of fashion as a culturally and historically located system and 
industry. (A3, B3, B4) 

2. The environmental, social, political, religious and ethical impact of fashion and 
globalisation. (A3, B1) 

 
Skills 
On completion of this module successful students will be able to: 
 

1. Coherently evaluate and effectively analyse ways in which wider industries operate 
in relation to the dissemination and consumption of fashion. (A3, B3, B4) 

2. Develop practical use of relevant archives and collections as research tools, both 
traditional and digital. (A1, A3, B1, D2) 

3. Engage in comparative and coherent verbal and written analysis of material from a 
range of disciplines. (A1, A2, A3, B2, D3) 

4. Develop sophisticated and informed arguments and analysis (both critical and visual) 
and present them effectively. (A4, B1, D1)  
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Syllabus 
 

• This module provides students with a broad framework to understand fashion as 
culture and industry, intrinsically linked with processes of globalisation. Lectures are 
presented by staff from within and beyond the university to bridge diverse fields in 
the theory and practice of fashion and its related fields: fashion textiles, Fashion 
Textiles, styling and promotion, journalism, photography etc. There will be 
opportunities for students to select specialist areas for study. 

• Key issues that will be addressed include the development of fashion as a system, 
the linkage between fashion, post-modernity and capitalism, the processes of 
industrialisation. 

• We will explore how the media culture and technology have intensified the 
transnational dimensions of fashion, the impact of the textile and apparel industries. 

 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 
 

• Learning on this module is primarily by means of directed and self-directed reading, 
viewing and research, supported by lectures, seminars, writing tasks, presentations, 
discussions, visits and the use of e-learning. 

• Study visits, developed in conjunction with studio staff will be central to the 
teaching strategy. 

• A series of thematic lectures will be interspersed with in-depth case studies, as well 
as relevant readings to support learning. 

• A range of methods will be used in seminars to develop critical thinking, discussion 
and analytical thinking in relation to the learning outcomes. 

• Assessment for this module will include the use of Turnitin and e-assessment 
strategies. 

 
Assessment Scheme 
 
Formative  Assessment 
 

1. Research skills exercise (c. 1500 words and images) 
2. Writing skills exercise  

 
Summative Assessment 
  

1. 3,500-word essay  
 
Assessment Weighting 
100% Coursework 
 
Learning Materials  
Your online reading lists can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They 
highlight essential and recommended reading for all modules you are registered on. 
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Module Code  FSH3600 
Module Title  Fashion Textiles Portfolio & Final Collection 
Module Leader Anthony Campbell 
Credit   90 
 
Aims 
You will be embarking on a more precise exploration of personal design interest; this is the 
time to explore who you are as a designer. You will conceive your own project, which 
relates to your personal direction within Fashion Textiles. There will be a Pre-collection 
stage which will lay the foundation for your Final Major Collection in terms of concept and 
contextualization of your work. 
 
The Final Major Collection is where you will synthesize, direct and manage your own vision. 
You will be producing extensive research, design development, sampling and toiling, 
evidencing engagement with your chosen subject matter while being innovative and 
improving on refinement and consolidating all previous learning. 
 
This module will culminate in a final graduate collection and a final portfolio. There will be 
further periods of technical tuition and master classes. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Knowledge 
On completion of this module the successful student will have: 
 

1. A critical and reflective analysis of their accumulated professional knowledge 
relative to their design process, and an innovative approach to the creation of ideas 
(A4, D2, B4) 

2. A critical awareness of the position of their work in relation to contemporary culture 
in general and the Fashion industry in particular (A3, B5) 

3. A coherent collection of textiles and finished garments specific to their specialist 
area (C1, C2) 

4. The ability to communicate your design concepts to a professional audience in the 
fashion industry. (D3) 

 
Skills 
On completion of this module the successful student will be able to demonstrate: 
 

1. Significant judgment in the research, evaluation and recording of their research. (B2) 
2. Highly specialized technical skills in the production of your graduate collection. (C1, 

C2) 
3. Research and design practices, employing specialist skills relevant to their textile 

specialism, and create innovative and individual Fashion based work including a 
professional portfolio (D1, D3, D5) 
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Syllabus 
 

• Research, design, development and completion of final professional 
portfolio/collection. 

 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 
 

• Studio and workshop practice; to experiment, test and develop individual and group 
design practice. 

• Individual tutorials; to develop individual strategies and approaches to a design 
project and to provide the opportunity to reflect on and discuss individual work 

• Self-directed research; to identify information, knowledge and processes specific to 
a project; to understand the context of their project. 

• Toile fitting- developing ideas of fit, details, silhouette and proportion on the body. 
• Group critiques; to provide the opportunity for presenting and editing information 

and ideas; to develop methods of communication; for formative feedback and 
assessment. 

 
Assessment Scheme 
 
Formative Assessment 
 

1. Pre-Collection Research Book 
2. Pre-collection Design Development 
3. Pre-Collection Textile Collection and Toiles 
4. Final Collection Research Book & Design Development 
5. Final Collection Garments 1,2 & 3 

 
Summative Assessment 
 

6. Final Collection Garments/Portfolio 
 
Assessment Weighting 
100% coursework 
 
Learning Materials 
The work during this module is essentially self-directed and the choice of learning materials 
depends on the direction the student wishes to pursue, however, there are online reading 
lists that can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They highlight essential and 
recommended reading for all modules you are registered on. 
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Module Code  FSH3930 
Module Title  Critical & Contextual Research 
Module Leader Catherine Dormor 
Credit   30 
 
Aims 
In this module you will have the opportunity to identify and develop research into an area 
of fashion of your own choosing, in order to further underpin and contextualise your studio 
practice. 
 
The project, which runs across the final year, enables you time and space to engage in a 
sustained and analytical study to produce a 5500 work Research Essay which demonstrates: 
project identification, organisation of research, development of ideas, time management, 
visual and critical analysis and the development of written discussions. You will be 
encouraged to think about how your studio practice can be further enhanced through 
contextual research and incorporate this into your essay. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
Knowledge 
On successful completion of this module students will: 
 

1. Be able to critically comprehend a range of approach to research including a 
detailed and developed analysis of the research methodologies related to their 
project. 

2. To evaluate, and have sustained experience of applying research methodologies to 
the interpretation and analysis of visual, material and/or spatial culture. 

 
Skills 
On successful completion of this module students will be able to: 
 

1. Identify, develop and deliver a research project in the form of fully referenced 
dissertation of 5,500 words 

2. Critically develop a sustained thesis or argument, exercising analytical judgement 
and historical/theoretical   awareness. 

3. Articulate visual material to effectively enhance the communication of their ideas 
4. Work independently and creatively, making effective use of the tutorial support and 

a range of learning resources provided in the module. 
5. Critically evaluate and reflect upon the range of their research. 

 
Syllabus 
 

• This is a self directed and individually negotiated piece of work. It includes support 
from Unihub for students. All module materials are loaded on to Unihub. 
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• The syllabus is based on readings and visual materials appropriate to each student's 
research, especially in the context of a fashion student, which they develop in 
collaboration with their supervisor. 

• Students develop their own bibliographies and choice of visual materials for their 
research project, with the support of a lecture series of research methods, which 
provides a structured research methodology approach and group tutorials and 
individual tutorials as a mode of delivery. 

• To create a closer integration between the student final year studio practice and 
their research essay, students are encouraged to create a final chapter in their 
dissertation, which includes annotated visual examples of their final collections or 
visual links to ideas being explored in their final year studio projects. 

• The aim is to demonstrate more explicitly for the learner, how the research essay 
informs the student's final year practice. This integral relationship would be 
encouraged for the majority of students in the teaching of the module, to create a 
closer synergy between textual and visual research. 

• It would not be compulsory however, as a small group of students to use their 
dissertation essays to explore ideas and subjects which link to future career choices 
and potential post graduate degree destinations, which are linked but outside of 
their current degree specialisation. This would however form the minority of the 
student cohort, as most students use the research essay to explore concepts, which 
underpin or inform their final collections. 

 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies 
 

• Primarily by means of directed reading and independent exploration and use of 
research resources with the support of group workshops and tutorials and one-to-
one meetings with a tutor. Students will be asked to submit a full draft of their essay 
in January, on which they will receive written and verbal feedback.  

• 100% of final grade is based on the written, illustrated and appropriately presented 
5,500 word piece of independent research. This must include appropriate and 
referenced visual support in a list of illustrations, correctly formatted references 
and a comprehensive and accurate bibliography. 

Assessment Scheme 
 
Formative Assessment 

1. Essay Version One 
 
Summative Assessment 

2. Final Essay 5,500 -words 
 
Assessment Weighting 
100% Coursework 
 
Learning Materials  
Your online reading lists can be accessed from the My Study area of UniHub. They 
highlight essential and recommended reading for all modules you are registered on.  
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