
 

 

 

 

SUM0043 Music Access 

 
Dates:                      Four weeks, 30 June to 22 July 
Times:                     2pm to 5pm Thursdays and 10am to 3pm Fridays  
  Classes and rehearsals are scheduled within these times.  
Lecturer:                 Dr Chris Dromey 
Prerequisites: Musical aptitude 
Assessment:          Short test or recital in final week (50%) project-based work (50%) 

These two halves of assessment enable students to submit a portfolio of 
work demonstrating knowledge and skills in two of the following areas: 
aspects of the musical style (short essay); pastiche composition; 
comparative analysis of two musical works (short essay); original 
composition (50%); ii) test of musicianship skills, aural analysis  

 and/or performance during the final session (50%) 
  
Note:                             Students who (a) pass the course and (b) hold, or acquire, a 
 conditional offer to join Middlesex University will be guaranteed entry 
 to the first year of the BA (Hons) Music degree programme.   
 

 
Aims/Outcomes: 
 

This foundation-level module form a stand-alone “refresher” course on the language, 
techniques and history of tonal music. The module is also designed as a precursor to 
undergraduate study. As such, students may choose to study SUM0043 either as a “taster” 
course or for “access” to undergraduate study. 
 
Topics include: composing and harmonising melodies; notation and score reading; aural 
work: intervallic and chord recognition; performance and improvisation; free and pastiche 
composition; studies in classical and popular music; musicology. The overarching aim is to 
consolidate and improve students’ aesthetic knowledge and understanding of music history, 
theory and analysis. Students will also have the opportunity to work creatively alongside 
students of SUM0071 Popular Music (songwriters and performers) and SUM0046 Music 
Business and Arts Management (to evaluate the roles of administrators, promoters, agents 
and managers within the music business). 

 
 

Syllabus/Materials:  
 

A diverse range of music will be drawn upon during this module. Staff-developed learning 
materials will also be used. Key texts relevant at this level include, among others, A History 
of Western Music, eds. Burkholder, Grout, Palisca (7th edn; London: Norton, 2006), various 
articles from the Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians (available during the course at 
www.oxfordmusiconline.com), and music theory manuals such as those published by the 
ABRSM, George Pratt’s The Dynamics of Harmony: Principles and Practice (Oxford UP, 
1997), and Dorothy Pilling’s Harmonisation of Melodies at the Keyboard, Books 1-3 (Forsyth, 
1950, and subsequent editions). A comprehensive Reading List will be distributed during 
Week 1 of the course. 


