
 

 

 

SUM0071 Popular Music 

 
Dates:                     Four weeks, 30 June to 22 July 
Times:                    2pm to 7pm Thursdays and 12 midday to 5pm Fridays   
  Classes and rehearsals are scheduled within these times  
Lecturer:                Dr Chris Dromey 
Prerequisites: Interest in the practice, theory and/or history of popular music  

(essential); a previous qualification or vocational experience in which 
music played a substantial part (desirable) 

Assessment:          Short test or recital in final week (50%) portfolio (50%) 

These two halves of assessment enable Popular Music students to 
submit a portfolio of work demonstrating their knowledge and skills in 
two of the following areas: musical style (short essay); a pastiche 
composition; comparative analysis of two songs (short essay); an 
original composition (50%); ii) a test of musicianship skills, aural 
analysis and/or performance (50%) 

Note:  Students who (a) pass the course and (b) hold, or acquire, a 
 conditional offer to join Middlesex University will be guaranteed entry 
 to the first year of the BA Popular Music degree programme. 

 
Aims/Outcomes: 
 

This foundation-level module forms a stand-alone “refresher” course on the central principles 
of popular music. The module is also designed as a precursor to undergraduate study. As 
such, students may choose to study SUM0071 either as a “taster” course or for “access” to 
undergraduate study. 
 
Topics include: songwriting; harmonic understanding; melodic writing and harmonisation of 
melodies; performance and improvisation; free and pastiche composition; popular music 
history and genres. The overarching aim is to consolidate, and improve, students’ aesthetic 
knowledge and understanding of popular music history, theory and analysis. Students will 
also be given the opportunity to work creatively with students of SUM0043 Music Access 
(composers and performers) and SUM0046 Music Business and Arts Management (to 
evaluate the roles of administrators and managers within the music business). 
 

Syllabus/Materials:  
 

Case studies in popular music will be used to examine the topics listed above and to show 
how different popular musical styles are constructed. A wide and diverse range of music will 
be drawn upon during the module, familiarising students with how different musical styles 
are constructed. A comprehensive Reading List will be distributed during Week 1 of the 
course. Key texts relevant at this level include: Borthwick, Stuart. Popular Music Genres: An 
Introduction (Edinburgh UP, 2004); Holt, Fabian. Genre in Popular Music (Chicago UP, 
2007); Larkin, Colin. The Encyclopedia of Popular Music (Omnibus, 2007); and various 
articles from the Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians (available during the course at 
www.oxfordmusiconline.com). 


