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Middlesex University Scholarship Ceremony, 16 November 2016 
Opening speech by Professor Tim Blackman 
 

Welcome everyone, it’s great to see you all here at what is a very special celebration 

of all that’s special about Middlesex, and that’s transforming potential into success.  

 

Transforming potential into success – we’ve used that phrase to capture the 

University’s vision for the new strategic plan that we’re currently working on to take 

Middlesex into the next decade.  

 

We’ve a new version of our mission too. And that’s that everyone at Middlesex will 

have the opportunities and tools to chart their path to success. 

 

And there’s more. To chart that path to success in a community where the 

experiences we create together are life-changing and our diversity is a strength and 

inspiration. 

 

As Vice-Chancellor I find that a very exciting mission. What path are you our 

students going to take, how will your lives change, and how will you change others’ 

lives? What will it be about our diversity that inspires you? 

 

You’ll need some help along the way. And our scholars this evening have had some 

great help thanks to the generous donations that have supported their awards.  

 

University is tough as well as fun. There are all sorts of pressures and often a lot to 

worry about. Money is short and managing time can be tricky when you’re working 

against deadlines perhaps with other demands at home or work. You’ll have also got 

stuck on things you find hard, when your confidence takes a knock. 
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Well, scholarships have a big role in all of that, in helping you accomplish your goals 

and investing in you because you can do something really special. It’s all about 

standing by each other. 

 

The partners who’ve supported your scholarships are standing by you. They share 

our passion for changing lives, particularly when it’s financial barriers that make the 

difference between having that opportunity or not having it: the opportunity that’s the 

difference between who you are and who you’ll become.  

 

A scholarship isn’t just about handing over a cheque, it’s about supporting a student 

through a journey to reach that potential.  

 

They’re great for our students’ CVs too, because they mean someone has seen in 

our students what they can become with that extra bit of help, signalling to future 

employers and partners that this is someone special.  

 

Every year I’m delighted to hear about the support from our partners, friends and 

alumni whose generosity helps us support the next generation of students to 

succeed.   

 

Your help can, and has, transformed lives and created far-reaching career 

opportunities. Your belief and support in our students is hugely appreciated; thank 

you.    

 

Tonight is of course also about student success and achievement, and I would like to 

congratulate all the scholars who have gained awards.   

 

I am constantly amazed by the achievements of our students in so many walks of life, 

and what they’ve overcome to get there.  

 

Take for example Noor Talaimojeh, a final year BSc Mathematics student, who in 

September was named Student of the Year by the Sigma-Network. She’s also one of 

our fantastic Student Learning Assistants, a Maths ambassador and founding 

member of the Maths Society here at Middlesex. 
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We picked up the Young Researcher Award at the Biotechnology World Convention 

in Sao Paulo in August.  

 

And in October Wataru Kobayashi won the national Cutlery Design Challenge with 

his ‘BUGBUG’, an innovative piece of cutlery to assist with the eating - insects! 

 

Our students go on discovering and inventing for the rest of their lives. Their degrees 

are not the end of their education. Three hundred years ago the English physicist 

Isaac Newton said that learning is like walking on the sea shore, finding a prettier 

shell than ordinary or a smoother pebble, while the great ocean of knowledge lays 

undiscovered before you. Our students will be lifelong learners and that ocean is 

their opportunity. 

 

Middlesex students are more than learners, they’re makers too. And here’s more 

proof of that. 

 

Tonight we are recognising another achievement by a group of Middlesex students 

who are the winners of the Institute of Mechanical Engineers National Design 

Challenge - represented by this wonderful cup, displayed here on stage.  

 

I would like to invite Professor Martin Loomes, Executive Dean of our Faculty of 

Science & Technology to join me on stage to say something more about this award 

and present the winners with the cup. 

 

Thank you for being here and giving us your support. It means an awful lot. 

 

Martin, over to you 

 
 


