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Tea Party for New International Students, 20 September 2017 

Speech by Professor Tim Blackman 

 

Good morning everyone, it’s great to see you all here. My name is Professor Tim 
Blackman and I’m honoured to be the Vice-Chancellor of Middlesex University and to 
come and welcome you personally this morning. 

You’ve just heard from our Chancellor, who among her many duties presides at our 
degree ceremonies.  Dame Janet is a person of immense distinction who we’re 
tremendously fortunate to have as our Chancellor. 

We’re also honoured to have the Mayor of Barnet with us this morning, Councillor 
Brian Salinger. We’re very proud at Middlesex University to be part of the London 
Borough of Barnet and our relationship with the Council is very important to us. 

And we’re delighted that one of our former international students, Ludovica Uggeri, is 
joining us today to share her experience.   

You’re joining a very successful University. We've just moved up into the world's top 
500 universities. I’m especially proud that we’re in the world's top 150 universities 
under 50 years old. It'll take us a few centuries probably to catch up with Oxford and 
Cambridge as the world's top two universities – they’ve got age on their side - but 
our Students' Union has already done it! Middlesex University Students Union won 
Student Union of the Year at the national awards in July.  

It's nice to go up league tables and win awards. But at Middlesex our aim is that 
everyone succeeds. We're about you learning for success in the world after 
university, Made in Middlesex. 

You'll have expert lecturers to help you do that, but the aim is that you learn to 
become the expert. And while much of that learning will be about your discipline or 
profession's knowledge and skills, the most important thing you'll learn is how to 
learn.Do remember that. The single most important skill you're going to master at 
Middlesex is learning how to learn. That's because we don't, you don't, know what 
you'll need to know in 5 or 10 years time. 

The world is changing all the time, especially technology, and you'll need to keep 
learning. So you'll need to keep asking yourself, am I learning how to learn? We'll 
give you the toolkit of ideas and skills, but you need to invest in that toolkit too, with 
time and dedication to your studies. 

We think we do pretty well at Middlesex teaching you as well as possible, but we can 
always be better. We will want to hear from you how we can be better. So don't be 
shy giving feedback. If you don't understand something talk to your tutor. If you think 
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the course could be improved, talk to your Student Voice Leader. There are many 
ways you can help us improve. 

Besides the priority we give to great teaching and your learning, another special 
thing about Middlesex is our diversity. 

Last Christmas I was in New Zealand, visiting our daughter who's working there. We 
stayed in what's known as a batch in a beautiful part of New Zealand called the 
Coromandel. There were some books in the batch and I picked up one of them by an 
author I'd never heard of before, Ryszard Kapusckinski. 

The book was called The Other, and it's about learning from difference. Kapusckinski 
writes about an ancient Greek, Herodotus, who spent much of his life travelling 
beyond Greece to find out about other people, people who were different to the 
ancient Greeks. 

Why did he do that? He did it because he knew that through knowing others the 
Greeks would learn more about themselves.  

So, look around you, at all this difference. At Middlesex you don't have to travel far to 
learn from others different to yourself. The rich diversity of the world is here on one 
campus. That's a terrific opportunity to learn about others but also to learn about 
yourself. 

You’ll have a great time here. I know some of you will miss home, but we want you to 
belong here as well. This is your University. You’ve thrown yourself into a new 
challenge – I want you to enjoy it. Stay healthy, get enough rest, go easy on yourself 
when you have the inevitable set-backs that will happen.  

Above all, I’d like you to look out for others. You know, when you’re stressed and 
worried yourself, one of the best things you can do is help others. That may just be 
going over and introducing yourself to someone new. After all, you’ve all got a huge 
amount you can share with each other. 

Thank you – back now to Dame Janet. 

  


