
Fourth Middlesex Roundtable on Signs, Language and Communication 

10-11 February 2022 

Literacies 

The Middlesex Roundtable on Signs, Language and Communication is an annual workshop 

launched in January 2019 to encourage discussion between three paradigms of language and 

communication theory: the integrationism of Roy Harris and his followers, biosemiotics and 

philosophy of communication. 

These areas of thought and scholarship share assumptions regarding the fundamental role 

played by communicative interaction in the emergence of signification, meaning and 

relationality. They also share views of communication and language that are not limited to the 

understanding of language as a code-based domain. 

This year’s Roundtable will focus on the topic of literacy as it is played out in integrationism, 

biosemiotics and philosophy of communication. This includes reading and writing as they are 

learned and practiced across social contexts, as well as the interface between reading/writing 

and general interpretative modes. 

As Kate Pahl writes: “Living literacies involves being in and of the world: we move through and 

within literacy all the time, and the mind, heart and body of each of us play equal roles in the 

process. Seen in this way, ‘literacy’ naturally conflates felt, sensory experiences with more 

deliberate ways of thinking and knowing. In the past, literacy has often been framed in terms of 

its performed, communicational, and informational dimensions at the expense of its more 

hidden, lived, and sometimes intensely affective dimensions.” (Living Literacies, MIT Press, 

2020, 1) 

*** 

The Roundtable will, like last year, take place online due to the Covid-19 pandemic (hopefully 

for the last time!) with six two-hour sessions, on 10 and 11 February 2022. Times (listed in 

GMT, so London time) have been chosen to afford the best compromise across the widely 

diverging time zones where participants are located. 

The Roundtable is a small-scale workshop, with 10-minute presentations and long 

conversations (flipped conference style). This format allows for an in-depth exchange of ideas, 

open questions, speculations and considerations and makes the Roundtable an ideal 

environment to present and discuss work at the frontiers of research in our disciplines. 

 

*** 

The zoom link for all sessions 

https://mdx-ac-

uk.zoom.us/j/94231071658?pwd=ZUZFSFZJVVQzcytTTWZHRXNwZVZrQT09 

 

 

 

https://www.mdx.ac.uk/our-research/research-groups/language-and-communication-research-cluster/roundtable-on-signs-language-and-communication
https://mdx-ac-uk.zoom.us/j/94231071658?pwd=ZUZFSFZJVVQzcytTTWZHRXNwZVZrQT09
https://mdx-ac-uk.zoom.us/j/94231071658?pwd=ZUZFSFZJVVQzcytTTWZHRXNwZVZrQT09


10 February 

08:00-10:00 GMT 

Dorthe Duncker, Can you read this? The written sign in integrational theory 

Jasper Zhao Zhen Wu, Immanent difference and radical indeterminacy: The governmental 

stylisation and dis/connected territorialities of a megalopolis in Southeast China. 

 

10:30-12:30 GMT 

Antimo Lucarelli, Two radical concepts of interpreting: the "nihilistic interpretation of reality" 

denounced by Emanuele Severino and Martin Heidegger's concept of "Auslegung" 

("interpretation") as human beings' essential structure 

Sibusiso Cliff Ndlangamandla, Integrationism and the semiotics of social protests over land in 

South Africa: A Southern and  Decolonial inquiry of writing 

 

13:30-15:30 GMT 

Elena Fell, Literacy as understanding cultural meta-language: a Russian mini-lesson 

Mary Coghill, Saussure’s Theory of Synchrony and Diachrony with reference to Mr Boguslavsky, 

Professor Rozhdestvensky and Professor Viktor Vinogradov 

 

11 February 

08:00-10:00 GMT 

Mark Stott, Pinker and Harris on rationality 

Bettine Perregaard, (Very) early reading. Implications for an integrational perspective on 

children's sign making activities 

Peter Jones, The play’s the thing: social life as scripted drama 

 

10:30-12:30 GMT 

Kate Pahl, Living literacies 

Kieran McGillicuddy, Aggressive literacy: punching between the lines 

Victor Seidler, Emotional literacies and embodiment 

 

13:30-15:30 GMT 

Paul Thibault, Motive, value, mind: personal significance and learning 

Chris Barnham, Reading as 'welding': semiotic literacy in the Hegelian tradition 

Johan Siebers and Paul Cobley, Skills, creativity, meaning 



List of participants and presentation titles 

 

Chris Barnham (London) 

Sarah Bro Trasmundi (Odense and Oslo) 

Paul Cobley (London)  

Mary Coghill (Exeter) 

Dorthe Duncker (Kopenhagen) 

Nina Fang (Hong Kong) 

Elena Fell (Tomsk) 

Gary Feng (Hong Kong) 

Peter Jones (Sheffield) 

Antimo Lucarelli (London) 

Kieran McGillicuddy (France, Midi) 

Sibusiso Cliff Ndlangamandla (Pretoria) 

Adrian Pablé (Hong Kong) 

Kate Pahl (Manchester) 

Vic Seidler (London) 

Johan Siebers (London) 

Mark Stott (Sheffield) 

Paul Thibault (Kristiansand) 

Jasper Wu (Hong Kong) 

Ruyu Yan (Hong Kong) 

 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming you all online for two days of lively, exploratory and 

creative dialogue! 

 

Paul Cobley 

Adrian Pablé 

Johan Siebers 

 
 

*** 



 

 

 

Zoom details: 

Topic: Fourth Middlesex Roundtable on Signs, Language and Communication 

Time: This is a recurring meeting 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://mdx-ac-uk.zoom.us/j/94231071658?pwd=ZUZFSFZJVVQzcytTTWZHRXNwZVZrQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 942 3107 1658 

Passcode: 098130 

 

One tap mobile 

+442080806591,,94231071658#,,,,*098130# United Kingdom 

+442080806592,,94231071658#,,,,*098130# United Kingdom 

 

Find your local number: https://mdx-ac-uk.zoom.us/u/ad0i3XU41B 

 

 

 


