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Speech by Professor Tim Blackman to celebrate the opening of Middlesex 
University’s new campus in Mauritius 
 
Wednesday 8th November 2017 
 

Minister, The Honourable Mrs Leela Devi Dookun Lutchoomun, distinguished guests, 
friends and colleagues, today is a milestone in the history of Middlesex University, 
and it’s one I’m delighted to be sharing with all of you.  
 
The history of Middlesex University stretches back to 1878, when St Katherine’s 
College opened in Tottenham, London, to train women teachers. We still train 
teachers today but we’re now a major global university, ranked among the top 500 
universities in the world, which is a remarkable achievement for an institution that 
only gained its university status 25 years ago this year.  
 
In 1878, Mauritius was a British plantation colony. Ninety years later, in 1968, 
Mauritius won its independence and embarked on its own remarkable journey. In 
less than 50 years the country has transformed itself from a plantation economy to a 
democratic knowledge society, multi-faith, multi-cultural and peaceful, and positioned 
to join the world’s high income countries, eliminating absolute poverty and narrowing 
income and gender inequalities. 
 
Mauritius enjoys a strategic location here in the Indian Ocean, but its economic 
success is more due to institutional than natural advantages. A sound democracy 
and legal framework combine with an investment-friendly tax and regulatory regime, 
a policy push for economic growth spearheaded by a new Economic Development 
Board, investment-driven diplomacy overseas and free trade agreements. But the 
real engine will be innovation. 
 
Mauritius needs to diversify its economy to be resilient in an increasingly uncertain 
world. At Middlesex University Mauritius, our new campus here in UniCity, conceived 
and built with our partners Medine, is not only a symbol of the island’s economic 
transformation - rising from old sugar cane fields – but is also a driver of new and 
better job opportunities.  
 
Our portfolio of courses is designed for the higher-level skills needs of a modern 
digital economy and to supply the legal, accounting, finance and health care 
professionals on which the island’s attractiveness to investors depends.  
 
Mauritius is also looking beyond the knowledge economy to the creative industries 
as well. The creative sector can both generate new jobs in these industries and 
support investment and jobs growth in other sectors by enriching the quality of life 
that Mauritius offers its investors, visitors and residents.  
 
The success of Mauritius as a high income democracy will depend on having 
graduates with professional and entrepreneurial skills. That’s what we produce at 
Middlesex, attracting students from all round the world to our campuses and courses 
because they are designed to develop knowledgeable, skilled and enterprising 
professionals. 
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We welcome the emphasis the Government of Mauritius is putting on skills and 
innovation, because we can power that with a quality of education that is truly 
outstanding. And we welcome the Government’s inspired smart city programme, 
because that’s enabled our partner the Medine Group to create an environment that 
offers a truly amazing experience. 
 
We will not only help meet the needs of employers in Mauritius, but we will help drive 
economic growth by attracting international students who spend their money in 
Mauritius and return home as friends of Mauritius, often in important and influential 
jobs.  
 
Africa and India present great trading opportunities in which education has a crucial 
role. These giant neighbours have growing middle classes and young populations for 
whom our Mauritius offer of safe, high quality education where diversity is welcomed, 
English is standard and a global outlook the norm is both attractive and increasingly 
attainable. This is valuable trade for Mauritius but also a source of soft power for a 
small island state that will count a growing number of key professionals in Africa and 
India among its university alumni. 
 
Middlesex came to Mauritius in 2009. We brought the rigour and quality of British 
higher education, but that child which we parented here has grown up and can now 
teach us in London a lesson or two about what academic quality means.  

Under the leadership of Dr Karen Pettit, Middlesex University Mauritius has grown to 
become a beacon of modern higher education not just in Mauritius but in the region, 
and I would like to express my thanks to Karen and her team for their dedication to 
Middlesex and Mauritius. 

The whole University is now embarking on the first year of our new five-year strategy, 
Transforming Potential into Success. Mauritius will be just as much part of the new 
strategy as our campuses in London, Malta and Dubai. So Middlesex University at 
Cascavelle opens a new chapter in the University’s contribution to the development 
of Mauritius as a leading knowledge economy based on academic excellence.  

 
Our campuses have to be world class, not just providing outstanding learning 
environments but also an incredible student experience. This wonderful new campus 
fully meets that requirement, setting the standard not just for the island but the whole 
Indian Ocean Region. 

I would like to pay tribute to Medine for the vision of a new smart city with a world 
class university campus at its heart, offering a unique Live-Work-Enjoy-Learn 
experience in one of the most beautiful parts of the world. But we can’t do this alone. 
Our friends, supporters and partners in business, public life and the professions have 
supported us on our journey, and I hope you will join us on our exciting future 
journey in Mauritius.   

 
Thank you for joining us today. 


