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8 Internal audits 
 
 
8.1 Internal audits and reviews 

From time to time AQS will conduct internal audits and reviews on an ad hoc basis. The 
need for such audits will be identified by the Assurance Committee. AQS will develop the 
methodology for each such event, propose the participants and panel, identify the 
documentation requirements, co-ordinate the event and provide a report to the Assurance 
Committee. Audit reports will highlight good practice and inform the University of any issues 
that need urgent attention as a result of the audit. If appropriate, the report will include a 
judgement based on the QAA methodology. 
 
8.2 Criteria for approval of External Assessors for internal audits 

8.2.1 Introduction 
The following criteria apply for consideration of proposals for External Assessors for internal 
academic audits.  Separate guidelines are available for External Assessors (see section 
3.3.4.2) involved in a programme validation. 
 
8.2.2 Selection criteria 
An External Assessor should have appropriate standing, expertise and experience in the 
subject being audited and in auditing.  This may be established by considering their 
academic and/or professional qualifications; the present (or last, if retired) post or place of 
work; the range and scope of work undertaken across Higher Education; and the current 
involvement in research or scholarly and professional activities in the field of quality 
assurance and enhancement. 
 
External Assessors, if possible, should be drawn from a variety of institutional or professional 
contexts.  If more than one Assessor is required for the event, they should not be from the 
same institution. Reciprocal assessing between External Assessors' institutions and MU 
should also be avoided. 
 
External Assessors should not have previous close involvement with the University so that 
they do not compromise their objectivity.  Over the last three years the proposed External 
Assessor should not have been a member of staff or near relative of staff, a governor or 
student of the University. 
 
External Assessors should not normally be used more than once in an 18 month period.  
Exceptions may occasionally occur when the availability of possible Assessors is limited.  
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