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Middlesex University Hong Kong Graduation, 13 November 2016 
 
Speech by Professor Tim Blackman 
 
Distinguished guests, colleagues, graduates, family and friends, as Vice-Chancellor 
of Middlesex University it is my great privilege to preside at this celebration of the 
achievements of our students who have studied with our partners in Hong Kong.  
 
I would like to welcome you all. I am particularly pleased to welcome representatives 
from our partners, Dr John Cribben and Professor Wing Wah Chan, Deputy Directors 
of the University of Hong Kong’s School of Professional and Continuing Education; Dr 
Kris Wong, Director of the Open University of Hong Kong’s Li Ka Shing Institute of 
Professional and Continuing Education; and Dr Miranda Kwok, Deputy Director of the 
Hong Kong Management Association.  
 
At this ceremony last year I reflected on how much Hong Kong had changed since 
my last visit some thirty years ago. Huge changes but also continuity: the spirit of 
enterprise is undimmed and the stunning skyline is recognised the world over. 
 
London and Hong Kong have much in common: both iconic world cities, but also 
cities that are facing many challenges. These are difficult times economically, with 
the UK also now facing the challenge of managing departure from the EU with 
minimum damage.  
 
London will remain open, as entrepreneurial, international and full of creativity as it’s 
always been. Like Hong Kong, our two great cities will continue to shine through the 
vagaries of economics and politics because of one thing, and that’s the irrepressible 
dynamism of their people.   
 
I am very proud that Middlesex University – one of London’s great pioneering 
universities – also has a home here in this enterprising and exciting region where 
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East meets West.  
 
We are a truly global university. We are creating the future through our amazing 
graduates here and around the world. 
 

London and Hong Kong have a very special relationship, an historic association that 
flourishes today with mutual trade and investment, and much cooperation across 
domains such as technology and education.  
 
We face common problems too: wildly over-priced real estate, gaping disparities in 
income and wealth, and some terrible pollution. And climate change is a huge 
threat, potentially displacing millions of people in both cities.   
 
Universities are absolutely crucial to solving these problems, not just because of 
their expertise but also because they work globally.  
 
Middlesex is working in partnership here in Hong Kong to provide all that is best 
about British higher education, known for its quality around the world, and an 
education that you, our new graduates, have worked so hard to excel in, an 
achievement that is reflected in the degrees you will receive today.  
 
We are also here to help Hong Kong flourish as a global business hub, to be part of 
Hong Kong’s own first rate education system that must be at the heart of a modern 
competitive economy based on research and innovation.    
 
We are strengthening our relationships in Hong Kong and China, with business and 
industry, and on Monday I’ll be launching with the Confederation of British Industry 
our joint report called Bridges to the Future on the vital role of universities in the UK-
China relationship. 
 
This is about much more than trade though; it is also about cultural exchange. In 
Bridges to the Future you’ll read about our pioneering Arts Cross project with the 
Beijing Dance Academy, supported through the generosity of the TAL foundation, 
and bringing new inspiration to both countries from the creativity that’s released by 
cultural exchange. 
 
Universities cross borders, not just between people and places but between ideas 
and methods. That’s what helps make universities great. At Middlesex we celebrate 
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our diversity and believe that difference is something that drives curiosity and 
learning. 
 
What really makes our University great though is you, our students. Today we are 
here to celebrate your achievements. Learning is a challenge and a great journey of 
personal development. 
 
This ceremony marks the completion of your studies, at least for now, and the 
beginning of new opportunities. But your success won’t have just been down to you. 
You’ve been well taught, in a high quality environment, and no doubt helped along 
the way by family and friends. 
 
So let’s thank now all those who have supported you on your journey to this 
ceremony today – our dedicated staff and your family and friends, many of whom 
are here with you today. Let’s say thank you to them all. 
 
Your degrees today will not be the end of your education. Three hundred years ago 
the English physicist Isaac Newton said that learning is like walking on the sea 
shore, finding a prettier shell than ordinary or a smoother pebble, while the great 
ocean of knowledge lays undiscovered before you. You will be lifelong learners and 
that ocean is your opportunity. 
 
I hope your degrees have not just set you up for great careers but have also ignited 
a fire inside you, a passion to know and understand more, because learning is not 
just about learning from difference but learning to make a difference, to make 
tomorrow a better place, for us and future generations. 
 

Finally, this isn’t goodbye of course. Middlesex University is a community that we 
want you to stay with for life, joining 250,000 alumni around the world. 
 

It is with enormous pride that we celebrate your success today.  
 

Well done and good luck! 
 
Thank you. 


