
HE in numbers – 2012 and 2013 
numbers, trends and predictions



Postgraduate Course Feedback
UCAS trendsUCAS trends
Source: UCAS, End of Cycle Report 2012



Key points

• There were fewer applicants in 2012, a small increase in the 
acceptance rate, and a large fall in acceptances

• For applicants in general there was:-
– No substantial move away from institutions or courses charging – No substantial move away from institutions or courses charging 

higher fees
– No move towards choosing a university close to home
– No move to courses leading to higher starting salaries

• Main subjects chosen for study by students remain:
– Business and Administration Studies
– Creative Arts and Design
– Biological Studies
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Applicant and Acceptance rates
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Acceptance rates

By domicile
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Effect of population rates

English 18 year-old population and acceptances
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Acceptances by subject group
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Applications – by tuition fees
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Tuition fees – by background
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N.B. Historic years are 
based on what the 2012 
tuition fee would have been



Qualifications held by applicants

UK 18 year-old entry rate by qualifications
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UK 18 year-old entry rates by 
POLAR2 group

A Levels BTECs
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Acceptance rates

By qualification
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Acceptance trends – gender 
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Acceptances – by ethnicity
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Acceptances by ethnicity – year-
on-year changes
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Acceptances – by age 
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Acceptances – by distance

Tuition fees 
have made no 
difference to 
students 
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students 
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home or further 
away



UCAS figures – 2013 entry

• As of 15 January deadline (‘on time applicants’), there had 
been a 3.5% increase in numbers on last year

• There was a 1% increase in the proportion of the English 18 
year-old population which had made an application – from year-old population which had made an application – from 
33.8% to 34.8%. 
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UK applicants
+2.8%

Other EU applicants
+4.9%

Non- EU applicants
+9.6%



Future UK population trends 
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What is the future of HE? 

• Population size of 18-20 year-olds in the UK 
is decreasing

• BUT participation rates to HE are increasing
• AND London population decreasing less than • AND London population decreasing less than 

across UK

• What does this mean for the London HE 
landscape? 
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