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Australia: Inclusion of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander People

• State-wide institutionalized approach to inclusion

“The National Indigenous Australians Agency (NIAA), under 
the Minister for Indigenous Australians, works closely with 
a number of bodies to ensure that Indigenous programs 
and services are delivering for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples as intended. This includes working with, 
State and Territory governments, Indigenous peak bodies, 
Stakeholders and service providers” 

(https://www.dese.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-
islander-higher-education, 2021)

https://oncologynews.com.au/indigenous-and-torres-strait-islanders-higher-rates-of-cancer/

https://www.dese.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-higher-education


Australia: University-wide 
Approach to Inclusion 

Universities Australia Indigenous Strategy (2017-
2020)

• Firm commitment/engagement towards inclusion 
of Indigenous peoples- both staff and students

• Campaigns/programmes to redouble the efforts 
towards inclusion, participation, success and 
employment of Indigenous students

• Strong focus on funding and easing financial 
access

https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/media/

https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/media/


Australian Quality Reforms In 
Higher Education

Official Report by Rigney and Neill (2018):

1. Urgent need for universities to address racism

2. Provide adequate funding in partnership with 
partners/stakeholders

3. Enhance academic and pastoral support (including 
external/online students)

4. Student engagement- Co-constructed Augmented 
Circulation model

5. Inclusive governance- Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students- be part of decision-making

6. Government and Universities to increase funding to 
improve access

https://www.mq.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/520970/I

ndigenous-Cultural-Protocols-for-distribution-120417.pdf



Co-created 
Augmented 
Curriculum 
(Rigney and 
Neill, 2018)

(Rigney and Neill, 2018)



Quality reforms (Rigney 
and Neill, 2018)

• Disability Inclusion

• Expanding enrolment in STEM disciplines

• Developing strategies to address transition 
from secondary schooling to university 
education

• More strategies to attract indigenous males

• Parity rates in indigenous student retention 
and completion rates

• Parity rates in indigenous staff employment in 
retention

https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/the-art-of-
inclusion-diversity-council-SB2lfhDPaNQ/



Example: Macquarie 
University’s inclusion policy

Indigenous Connected Curriculum (2016-2025)

• “The Mudang-Dali (meaning ‘to live’ in Dharug language) 
Indigenous Connected Curriculum Framework provides a 
centralised framework towards achieving a quality approach 
to the embedding of Indigenous values, philosophies and 
knowledges into current and future curriculum.”

• “The Framework provides the opportunity to educate all 
Macquarie University students in the development of positive 
attitudes, knowledges, understandings and skills that impact 
diversity, inclusiveness and cultural contexts within global 
environments.”

“https://www.mq.edu.au/about/about-the-university/our-commitment-to-aboriginal-and-torres-
strait-islander-peoples/indigenous-connected-curriculum”



Success of strategies???
• “Domestic undergraduate university completion rates of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students are 
significantly lower (40%) than non-Indigenous students 
(66%).” Ladbrook and Hendrikson (2020) 

• Failure to address main issues faced by indigenous 
people: poverty, suicide crisis, poor quality of life.

• Lower standards of education for indigenous people- an 
industry run by non-indigenous people

• Current defunding of projects led by aboriginal groups by 
the same authorities to support inclusion in schools

• No long term plan to ensure schooling of indigenous 
children in remote communities (Malezer, 2019)

• Ongoing oppression in terms of lang-grabbing, fracking 
development, rutheless expansion of the mining industry 
etc. (Sovereign Union, 2021)

https://www.aljazeera.com/news
/2021/1/26/arrests-made-during-
australia-day-protest-held-amid-
covid-concern



Barriers to effective inclusion

• Lack of trust in institutions including 
universities

• Work is more 
important/rewarding/relevant

• Low expectations

• Fear of being a minority

• Financing university life 

• Connection to the land/community/family  
(Korff, 2020)

• Lack of social, emotional and physical well-
being (Hearn et al, 2021)

https://www.creativespirits.info/media



Decolonisation- Petition by South African 
Students (2016)

• Extracts from petition by South African Students  
in 2016 (Rhodes Must Fall Movement)

Recognise that the history of those who built our 
university - enslaved and working-class black people 
- has been erased through institutional culture. Pay 
more attention to historical sites of violence, such as 
the slave graves beneath the buildings in which we 
learn. 
<<https://www.change.org/p/the-south-african-public-and-the-world-at-large-we-demand-that-the-
statue-of-cecil-john-rhodes-be-removed-from-the-campus-of-the-university-of-cape-town-as-the-first-
step-towards-the-decolonisation-of-the-university-as-a-whole>>

https://www.leftvoice.org/Voices-from-the-Rhodes-Must-Fall-Campaign/



Decolonisation of 
the Curriculum 

“Implement a curriculum which 
critically centers Africa and the 
subaltern. By this we mean 
treating African discourses as 
the point of departure - through 
addressing not only content, but 
languages and methodologies of 
education and learning - and 
only examining western 
traditions in so far as they are 
relevant to our own experience.”
<<https://www.change.org/p/the-south-african-
public-and-the-world-at-large-we-demand-that-the-
statue-of-cecil-john-rhodes-be-removed-from-the-
campus-of-the-university-of-cape-town-as-the-first-
step-towards-the-decolonisation-of-the-university-as-
a-whole>>

https://www.buzzfeed.com/husseinkesvani/oxford-campaign-rhodes-must-fall



Petition for decolonizing 
the Curriculum (2016)

• Re-evaluate the standards by which research 
areas are decided - from areas that are lucrative 
and center whiteness, to areas that are relevant 
to the lives of black people locally and on the 
continent. 

• Introduce a curriculum and research scholarship 
linked to social justice and the experiences of 
black people. 

• Meaningfully interrogate why black students are 
most often at the brunt of academic exclusion. 

• Education for workers and their families must be 
free. 

https://www.change.org/p/the-south-african-public-and-the-world-at-large-we-demand-that-
the-statue-of-cecil-john-rhodes-be-removed-from-the-campus-of-the-university-of-cape-town-
as-the-first-step-towards-the-decolonisation-of-the-university-as-a-whole https://www.hepi.ac.uk/2020/07/23/new-report-calls-for-decolonisation-of-universities-in-

order-address-the-silent-crisis-in-universities/



Pedagogy of Protests/Decolonisation of the 
curriculum

1. Study of local protests invites critical analysis of 
current structures of power/oppression in home 
countries

2. Centers around students’ lived experience in their 
home countries

3. Focuses on current vindications- addresses 
contemporary needs and demands of local communities

4. Actively acknowledges the students’ identity as being 
part of local communities

5. Empowers students to value local knowledge, cultural 
identity, modes of being and resistance

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/nigerias-endsars-protests-also-concern-counter-terrorism



Pedagogy of protests: 
Decolonisation

• Delves into colonial histories of 
oppression

• Identifies the crucial links 
between colonialism and 
ongoing structures of oppression 

• Investigates the current 
neocolonial/imperial matrix of 
neoliberal power that hold our 
people captive.

• Enables African students to 
examine long term historical 
oppression of Africa via debt, 
resource and land grabbing, 
engineered poverty and conflict.

https://www.theafricancourier.de/special/business/africa-is-not-poor-we-are-
stealing-its-wealth/



Archive v/s Repertoire- Histories of 
resistance/Performing Protests

• Local histories of social movements and protests, e.g. 
Nigerian women resistance during colonial history

• Embodied resistance- embodied histories- archive v/s 
repertoire (Taylor, 2003)

• Performativity –histories that are aural, oral and through 
motion- dance- modes of resistance that are culturally 
salient 

• Decolonise the mind-use of local languages (Ngugi, 1986)

• Emotional, physical and social well-being- building solidarity 
and connecting with the community through embodied 
resistance, culture, language and performance

https://scroll.in/article/985975/how-southern-african-protest-dance-toyi-toyi-travelled-across-
the-continent



Video –Student-led Protest in Mauritius

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1rJ-wSvAvE (2017)

• Use of mother-tongue Mauritian Kreol

• Dance/Motion as embodied resistance/repertoireo
originating from slavery (Mauritian Sega)

• Kinetic/ Affective solidarity (motion/music- Juris, 2008)

• Rhythm as resistance

• Hope/future/possibility for change

http://www.mauritiustimes.com/mt/making-sense-of-social-protest-2/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1rJ-wSvAvE


Emdin (2020): Pedagogy of Protests

• “A pedagogy of protest privileges dialogue with 
students even when the school schedule says 
there is no time for it. It creates space for youth to 
teach about their lives even when the curriculum 
says there is no space for it. It focuses on building 
community and family even when the school 
administration tells teachers not to express 
emotion with students. If teachers want to 
respond to racism as they’ve responded to the 
coronavirus pandemic, they can start here—in 
their own classrooms.”

https://www.beautifultrouble.org/store/p/book-beautiful-trouble



Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed 
(1970)
“No pedagogy which is truly 
liberating can remain distant 
from the oppressed by treating 
them as unfortunates and by 
presenting for their emulation 
models from among the 
oppressors. The oppressed 
must be their own example in 
the struggle for their 
redemption (Freire, 1970, p. 
54).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmA4sk2mf88



Freirean Pedagogy

• “Education either functions as an instrument which is 
used to facilitate integration of the younger generation 
into the logic of the present system and bring about 
conformity or it becomes the practice of freedom, the 
means by which men and women deal critically and 
creatively with reality and discover how to participate 
in the transformation of their world.” (Shaull, 2000)

• bell hooks (1994): “Education was about the practice of 
freedom”.

https://kaltura.uga.edu/media/t/1_9uryypvc



The Teacher-
Pedagogy of 
protests

“The teacher is of course an 
artist, but being an artist 
does not mean that he or 
she can make the profile, 
can shape the students. 
What an educator does in 
teaching is to make it 
possible for the students to 
become themselves.” 
(Horton and Freire, 1990, p. 
181)

http://acervo.paulofreire.org:8080/jspui/handle/7891/473



Current era of 
climate 
crisis/human 
extinction
• Demands of our youth: 

survival!

Lowan-Trudeau (2016):

Indigenous modes of living in 
sync with nature, protective of 
nature and mindful of man’s 
impact on the environment need 
to be revitalized and shared for 
they hold the answer to the 
world’s crises.

https://robertkchc.wordpress.com/2015/05/27/cross-curriculum-priorities-in-the-australian-
curriculum-geography-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures/



Studying Protests against Neoliberal/imperial 
matrix of institutional power

• Heed Indigenous Voices

• Voices of the land, sacred, nature.

• Our people hold the key to the future, to saving the land, the 
earth.

• Our connection with the land is based on sanctity, respect 
and belonging

• We are the guardians of the seed, land, earth and sky

• Let our people create the curriculum so we can save the 
planet.

• We can resist the neoliberalism/imperial matrix destroying 
our lives.

https://teaandbannock.com/tag/indigenous-poetry/



Settler Colonialism and Higher Education

“Settler colonialism is enlivened through campuses that sit 
upon still Indigenous lands, often through federal mandates 
and broken treaties with Native nations and tribes. The 
nation’s ideologies of meritocracy and individualism […] at 
most every corner in higher education, the imprint of settler 
colonialism can be found. However, all of the junctures and 
practices also have the potential to be shifted away from 
individual property and achievement, towards rematriation of 
land, towards reparations and transforming the culture of the 
academy. As a manifestation of the state, higher education will 
always be a contested space, but that contestation can take 
better shape with deeper questions if we reckon with the 
legacy of settler colonialism.”

(Patel, 2021)

https://www.hepi.ac.uk/2020/07/23/new-report-calls-for-decolonisation-of-universities-in-
order-address-the-silent-crisis-in-universities/



Pedagogy of 
Protests

Martha Nussbaum (2010), 
education solely based on the 
notion of profit is likely  to 
produce “a greedy obtuseness 
and a technically trained 
docility that threatens the very 
life of democracy itself, and that 
certainly impedes the creation 
of a decent world culture” (p. 
142). 

https://populationeducation.org/what-native-american-
approaches-to-science-education-can-teach-us/



Diversity: engaging with knowledge systems

“Diversity is a set of conscious practices that involve 
understanding and appreciating interdependence of humanity, 
cultures, and the natural environment; practicing mutual 
respect for qualities and experiences that are different from 
our own; understanding that diversity includes not only ways 
of being but also ways of knowing; recognizing that personal, 
cultural, and institutionalized discrimination creates and 
sustains privileges for some while creating and sustaining 
disadvantages for others; and building alliances across 
differences so that we can work together to eradicate all forms 
of discrimination”

(Patrick and Kumar, 2012, p. 1)

https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/celebrating-indigenous-resistance/



Pedagogy of Protests

Krishnamurthi (2015) : “The educator should talk about 
all these things, not just verbally, but he must feel the 
world of nature and the world of man. They are 
interrelated. Man cannot escape from that. When he 
destroys nature, he is destroying himself. When he kills 
another, he is killing himself. The enemy is not the other 
but you. To live in such harmony with nature, with the 
world, naturally brings about a different world.”

Rabindranath Tagore: “The highest education is that 
which does not merely give us information but makes our 
life in harmony with all existence” (Cited in Ravi, 2021, p. 
168)

http://overnature.net/photo/313-sacred-land.html



Listen to our 
voices!

https://twitter.com/aippnet/status/1110433838696587264
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