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Choosing a Course

Choosing a University

Applying to university

Life at university

What  we ’ l l  cover  today

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Deciding what university you’ll be going to is really important it’s where you’ll spend the next 3 or 4 years of your time learning to perfect your craft. Therefore, it’s important that you have all the information you need about what you can do to make your decision a bit easier. It can be a bit daunting to decide where you’re going to study and also what you might want to study but over the presentation, I hope that we’ll provide you with information to help you in your decision making. Say whether you’re happy to take questions as you go- if not let them know when you will let them ask. 
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What?

• Generally refers to university level education.
• Includes many different routes across vocational and academic pathways such as degree 

apprenticeships.
• Options include a degree, foundation year, Higher National Diploma (HND) or Certificate (HNC).

Why?
• Study something you are passionate about in depth.
• Boost your chances of employment and earn more.
• Become more independent.
• New opportunities, experiences and friends.

Higher education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: By studying at Higher education level you achieve a degree this allows you to pursue a career that interests and inspires you. By achieving a degree not only do you  
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Choosing a Course

• Favourite subjects

• Hobbies or other interests

• Dream Job

• Career Prospects

• Work Experience

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: How can you chose which subject you want to study?It’s important you choose a subject you enjoy and will help you reach your goals.Think about what you enjoy day-to-day – maybe this could be part of a future job role?Explore different job sites and graduate career options to look for ideas on what you’d like to do once you've finished your studies.Think about your career goals and the qualifications required as part of a person specification.Take a look at subject guides on UCAS to get an idea of the types of subjects you could study, and the industries graduates go on to work in.Search for courses by subject on UCAS to see what's available.
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Choosing a Course

Chris Martin
Lead Singer Coldplay

Natalie Portman  
Natalie Portman-Actress

Guess the Degree

JK Rowling
Author

John Legend
Singer and song writer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ACTIVITYScript: Here’s an activity for you to do- have a think about the following people and guess what degree they have5 minutesAnswers: Natalie Portman –Psychology HarvardChris Martin- Ancient World Studies UCL (first class)John Legend- English and African-American Literature University of PennsylvaniaTom Hiddleston- has a Double First in Classics University of CambridgeJK Rowling -got her degree in French and Classics Exeter University
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Choosing a Course

Careers that don’t require a specific degree

• Accounting 
• Advertising, public relations and marketing
• Construction
• Hospitality and travel management
• Human resources
• Investment banking 
• IT
• Management consulting
• Publishing and media
• Retail banking, insurance and actuarial
• Sales
• And many others!

Careers that require a specific degree

• Engineering
• Medicine, nursing, dentistry and related fields
• Sciences
• Veterinary science

Some careers don’t require a specific undergraduate degree

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: As you can see from the previous slide some careers don’t require you to have a specific degree. There are however some that do. We do encourage you to think of what you might want to do when your finish university as motivation for what you chose to study however if you do have a passion for a particular subject your skills can be transferable into a career of your choice at a later date. 
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• Course content- exams vs coursework
• University culture
• Support available to students 
• Location and campus(es)
• Accommodation available
• Living costs in the area
• Travel to and from university

Choosing a University

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: When choosing where to study we have some tips on what you can attend or where you can go for more information:Attend an open day – this is really important. It’s an opportunity for you to meet the course tutors, see the facilities, and explore the area.If you can’t attend an open day, explore the campus with a virtual tour.Check the application deadline – some universities and courses have a different application deadline, so make sure you know the deadline associated to your chosen course or uni.Check the entry requirements – different courses and universities will have different entry requirements, which you can check on the course listing in our search tool. Some universities and colleges make contextual offers. This is where the university or college considers any barriers you may face, and will either reduce their grade requirements or give extra consideration when deciding whether to give you an offer. Check out this blog for more information. 
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History BA (Hons)
Nottingham Trent University

History BA (Hons)
Plymouth University

Modules differ across universities

Course content

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: When looking at universities, its important to look at the modules (for any degree) because university should be an enjoyable experience, and if you're stuck doing something you don't like because you didn't realise that it was part of the course, you're not going to be motivated to do well. Talk about your selection choice whether you looked at the modules. All University websites will allow you to click on a course and see the modules, you’ll be able to see which modules are compulsory and which modules are optional. 
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Location and campus
• City, Coast or Countryside

• Campus or Non-Campus

• Facilities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: When you chose a university its important to work out where you want to study as in the location as well as whether you want to stay on a campus university or a non campus. Do you know where you’d currently like to study or which city you’d prefer to be in? It’s important to look at the university by visitng it through an open day, talk to students about their experience living there and also check out the facilities. So whats the difference campus vs non campus?A campus university consists of everything being in one place. Whereas, a non campus uni or city university has buildings all around the city, so not everything is in one place. For example, you may have to walk to a different street for class, or to go to the library. Which one you choose may completely change your university experience, so it’s important that you look into the universities you are interested in in detail. At campus-based universities there is a community feel, it’s easier to make friends, and you will likely know many people on campus by sharing the same classes and halls.  At city based universities or non campus you will find that not everything is in one place however this can be great if you like exploring and are happy to travel. If you picked somewhere like UCL or any other London University you’ll find that in London there are events on all the time only a bus or tube ride away, 1000’s of bars and restaurants to choose from, cinemas, museums and concerts, you’ll never be bored! If you need something at short notice, no pre-planning needed, just step outside and there will be a shop to satisfy your needs. However, with this comes a price, and life is certainly more expensive in the city, so you may find you can’t afford all the amazing things around you.
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• Students’ Union, Societies, and Clubs
• Employability Service
• Sports 
• Counselling and Mental Health Support
• Disability and Dyslexia Support
• Academic Writing and Numeracy Support
• Childcare

University culture & Support
(Student life)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Explain how studying at University is different to studying in School or CollegeElaborate on certain points, for example, you are accountable to yourself, so there is no teacher that reminds you of deadlines etc. what its like to be a student at university- did the social aspect help you make a decision of where you were going to go for uni…. Script: Increasing knowledge of a chosen subject is one of the main reasons that people choose to go to university. Although you will be expected to take ownership of your learning,  don’t forget that lecturers and tutors are on hand to offer advice. Many universities will have a Student Services department, which can offer support with developing study skills.
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• University accommodation
• Living at home
• Private accommodation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: When you come to university there are various options for what sort of accommodation you can have. Depending on your circumstances you may chose to live in University halls, privately rent nearby to university or in the surrounding area or alternatively some people chose to commute. We’ll look at each of these in more detail over the coming slides. 
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Halls

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Halls of residenceThere are many benefits to living in halls of residence. Here are some reasons to choose halls.Strong student communityLiving in halls is a great way to meet people. Make the most of shared spaces to study, eat, watch TV and play sport together.Safety and securitySome University halls have 24-hour reception and security teams so there's always someone around to help. The teams are also available sometimes to fix maintenance problems quickly with no hassle.accommodation guaranteeAt MDX we guarantee accommodation in halls for all full-time first year undergraduate and postgraduate students. This can be the case at other universities too. There can be cons to being in university Halls- initially feel alienated but remember that you can change your living arrangements if you feel uncomfortable and support is available from universities, however it is a really good way to make friends and meet like minded people, some of these people you may choose to live with in your second year. Halls of residents can cost you:London-  average £160-200 per weekOutside London- average £104-150 per week
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Private rented Housing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Private rented accommodation is a popular option for students. You'll be a little more independent than in a hall of residence, and you'll have the chance to explore areas outside campus. Start your search as early as possible to make sure you have plenty of choice. Depending on the area, the facilities available, and the general standard of accommodation, average rents vary between £120 - £170 per week.Universities sometimes have support services to help you to find private accommodation when the time comes. There are a few different types of private accommodation that I’ll explain more about:LodgingsThis usually refers to renting a room in a house with a live-in landlord. Use of shared areas, for example, kitchens, lounges, toilets, or outside spaces, will be by informal agreement. You will usually have to pay a deposit to ensure you adhere to the terms and conditions of your tenancy agreement. In most cases however, no formal rental contract is required.Alternatively if you have made friends that you’d like to live with you can rent a house and each have a room each with shared facilities. The process is the same in the sense you pay a deposit and then pay for your accommodation monthly. For this you’d usually deal with an agency who would act as the middle man between you and the landlord, you pay the money to them directly and they pay to the landlord. Rooms in flats or housesMany of our mature students choose this option because it can suit people who prefer a quieter lifestyle. You will typically have to sign a contract for a minimum of six months before moving into a property, and will usually have to pay a non-refundable cash deposit.
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Staying at Home
• There are pros and cons to 

commuting to university
• Universities will have plans in 

place to support students who 
commute.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: If you chose to stay at home while at university you are called a commuterThere are pro’s and con’s to commuting:You can save money in rentHowever, you may have to pay quite a lot in travel costsYou get the best of both worlds-You can spend more time with your family and still be able to socialise with your peers However, you may have to spend a proportion of your day travellingMost universities will have plans in place to support those people who are commuting to university such as; Digital resourcesSigned up to SCONUL- a platform to use libraries from other universities if these are closer to youLockers to keep books inAbility to change timetable around if it doesn’t fit around commuting (MDX can do this don’t say every uni can)
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Rankings

• A group of 24 elite UK universities committed to maintaining excellent academic standards
in both teaching and research

• Its members mostly dominate the top of the university league tables

What is the Russell Group?

• Tend to combine measures such as proportion of graduates with 2:1 or above, entry
standards, research quality, and more

• Important to look at subject rankings – university ranking will differ between subjects.
• Useful when taken into consideration alongside other factors.

League Tables

UNIVERSITY GUIDE
I N D E P E N D E N T • T R U S T E D

T H E C O M P L E T E 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: League tablesThe League Tables help you narrow down what you find important. Your ideal university will not necessarily be the one at the top of the table, the highest-grade offer, or where you’ve been told to go by friends or family. By comparing and contrasting each university alongside our carefully chosen methods and criteria, you can find a perfect match. Russell GroupThe Russell Group is essentially a club of 24 UK universities that are very well respected for their research. Employers are sometimes keen to take on graduates from these universities.  However, going to a university that isn’t in a Russell group will not jeopardise your chances of getting work after your degree. They are:University of BirminghamUniversity of BristolUniversity of CambridgeCardiff UniversityDurham UniversityUniversity of EdinburghUniversity of ExeterUniversity of GlasgowImperial College LondonKing’s College LondonUniversity of LeedsUniversity of LiverpoolLondon School of Economics and Political ScienceUniversity of ManchesterNewcastle UniversityUniversity of NottinghamUniversity of OxfordQueen Mary University of LondonQueen’s University BelfastUniversity of SheffieldUniversity of SouthamptonUniversity College LondonUniversity of WarwickUniversity of York.



Applying to University

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Over the coming slides I’ll run through how to apply to university
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Shortlist your  
‘Final 5’

Study hard

Complete UCAS  
application  form 
including writing 

your personal  
statement

Results day

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: When you apply to University you’ll need to apply via UCAS. Ask the group if they’ve heard of UCAS before? UCAS stands for University and Colleges Admissions Services and it's the charitable organisation through which your applications to universities and most colleges of higher education are processed. 
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UCAS
UCAS Undergraduate Apply 2021 will be open in June – so you can 

start filling in your application, ready to send it on its way to the 

universities from September 2020. 

• Go to www.ucas.com.

• Click on register – undergraduate registration – register and 

apply.

• You have a maximum of 5 choices (four in medicine, 

dentistry or veterinary science).

• There is no order of preference and the universities cannot 

see where else you have applied.

Tip: Make sure you have a sensible email address – ie not hotchick22@hotmail.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: There are three application deadlines in the UCAS calendar which students who are applying through UCAS need to be aware of: October for those applying to the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, January for those applying to all other universities, however your school or college will have it’s own deadlines that they need you to meet so keep an eye out for those. You don’t have to do the application alone, your careers advisers, teachers and also people like me will be on hand to help you through this process. There are also useful videos and instructions on the UCAS website. 

http://www.ucas.com/
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1. Make sure you know the ‘buzzword’ for  your school/college.

2. Don’t try to fill it in all at once, take your time.

3. Have the information ready – passport,  dates of education, exact qualification  

names and exam boards.

4. Write your personal statement in a word  doc first.

5. You do not have to complete the sections in order and you can save partially 

completed sections at any time.

UCAS top tips

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: talk through the points based off of your experience. 



Life at university
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Biggest Change between School/ College and 
University

Independent Study 

• Your own responsibility

Courses are generally taught through

• Lectures

• Seminars

• Tutorials

If you anticipate the change in study, you will 
feel more prepared

Studying

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: University will give you a great new experience and an opportunity to meet exciting new people.Explain how studying at University is different to studying in School or CollegeElaborate on certain points, for example, you are accountable to yourself, so there is no teacher that reminds you of deadlines etc. 
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Social life
• Parties, going out

• Clubs and societies:
Sports Teams 
Social Societies 
Religious Groups 
The Student Union 
The Student Centre 

• Moving away from home -> Daunting – but exciting!

• Student support
* Don’t be shy about seeking out help if you’re finding it difficult
* Change your living arrangements if you feel uncomfortable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Your social life is also important at university, while you are expected to study as this is the reason you are here, you will make friends and you’ll want to socialise. There are a number of ways to do this and you probably already do quite a lot with your friends at School or college. – Talk through the points from your perspective
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Money
Accommodation £560
Food/ Housekeeping £85

Socialising/ Leisure £170

Clothes/ Shoes £55
Bills £100
Travel £80
Books/ Stationary £45

Luxury/ Other £40
Grand Total £1135

Food
9%

Clothes
6%

Bills
11%

Travel
8%

Luxury
4% Books

4%

Socialising 
18% 

Accommodation 
40%

E S T I M A T E D  M O N T H L Y  B U D G E T

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Before starting university, it is important to think about the costs you are likely to face and how to manage your money. It’s advisable you work out a budget to pay for essentials such as- Supporting yourself financially, while at university can be a major concern for new students. You can try to reduce financial worries by equipping yourself with as much information about the support that is available to you, before you start at the university. This financial support may come in the form of a bursary, a scholarship or perhaps by applying for a part time job. 
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Other types of Higher 
Education study

Degree 
Apprenticeships

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Whilst lots of degrees have the option to undertake a placement year or get career ready if you felt that the traditional way of studying isn’t for you and you’d like to be a bit more practical from day one then a degree apprenticeship could be for you. Degree apprenticeships are an opportunity for school and college leavers to get a debt-free, industry-designed degree and leap straight into a career.Usually, young people have to make a choice when they leave school - do they go to university, or get a job straight away? It’s a difficult decision: both options have their benefits and drawbacks. The degree apprenticeship has been designed to give students the best of both worlds.In a nutshell, candidates work for an employer and attend university at the same time. Employers partner up with a university, and the apprentice will split their time between working for them, and studying for a degree at the partner university.Degree apprenticeship candidates work towards a Bachelors or Masters DegreeThey get three to six years of professional work experienceAll apprentices earn a salaryApprentices do not pay university tuition fees - costs are covered by the government and their employer
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What are the benefits for 
degree apprentices?

 No student debt as you don't pay tuition fees

 Earn a salary while you learn

 Excellent career progression opportunities

 Increase your earning potential
 Develop your capabilities at work as you study

 Get expert guidance from a workplace mentor

 Be part of your university's student community
 Experience the benefits of a university learning environment
 Achieve a degree directly relevant to your chosen profession

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Talk through the points on the slide
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Where can I find out more?

www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk

www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk

www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships

www.qa.com

www.mdx.ac.uk/study-with-us

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk

www.totaljobs.com

Opendays.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Over the next few slides I’ll show you a few websites where you can find out more information advice and guidance about degrees, apprenticeships and careers. 
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• MakeYourMark.mdx.ac.uk – Use the pathways tool

• University websites like MDX.ac.uk – Use the ‘course 

finder’ and look at the ‘careers tab’

• Icould.com – Career videos made by people currently 

working in a range of industries

• Prospects.ac.uk – Use the ‘Careers Advice’ tab

• Use the resources that are right for you!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Here we have the links to some useful websites that can help you decide on what career might suit you best- if you feel like you want to go to university but not sure what subject to study take part in something like the MDX careers assessment tool that only takes you 15 minutes but it’ll give you an idea of what careers might suit you based on your interests, also the national careers service have a similar tool. Some of these other websites have videos from people working in different industries that might help you make a decision. 
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THANK YOU 

ANY QUESTIONS?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script: Thank you for listening- if you have any questions I’m happy to take them now.
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