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Middlesex University Scholarship Awards, 15 November 
2017 

Speech by Professor Tim Blackman  

Good evening everyone. For those of you who might not know me, my name is 
Professor Tim Blackman, I’m Vice-Chancellor of Middlesex University, and I’m 
delighted to welcome all of you to this celebration of our scholars, donors and 
supporters this evening.  

At Middlesex University our vision is simple but powerful: transforming potential into 
success.  

That’s the phrase we use to capture what happens to our students: they grow.  

They grow as scholars and as skilled graduates, as the future’s highly skilled 
professionals, technologists, designers, creatives and entrepreneurs.  

And they grow as people. 

Middlesex is a great place to grow. As well as the quality of our teaching, we’ve a 
rich diversity of cultures and nationalities that are part of the Middlesex learning 
experience, where we all can learn from each other. 

We’re also proud to be a young university, designated as a university just 25 years 
ago this year, and already in the world’s top 150 of universities under 50 years old. 

That means we are ready for the fourth industrial revolution, the age of robotics, 
virtual reality, cloud technology, big data, artificial intelligence and the internet of 
things.  

It’s a world where more and more products and services will be transformed by 
artificial intelligence being added to them. 

Look around you. Some things have AI added to them; the screens for example, 
though no doubt in a few years time you’ll look at the screens and see 3D images, 
and perhaps hear hypersonic sound, making a presentation unique to you even 
though you’re sitting in an audience. 

But what about your clothing? – in the near future it’ll become normal for your 
clothing to warm or cool you depending on the external temperature. 

It’s a world where if you can write a tightly defined role description for a job, that job 
will probably be automated and disappear in the future. 

And an accountant may well be more at risk than a hairdresser or a cleaner. 
Because human skills are really going to matter. 

Increasingly, the specialist knowledge we’ve been learning in schools and 
universities is being taken over by computers. We don’t need to learn it, not in the 
same way. 
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What we need to learn is skills. The skill of how best to use the knowledge that is on 
the web, how best to set up machines and robots, how to innovate, create and – 
above all – how to be uniquely human. 

It’s human-to-human skills that will become even more important as machines and 
computer algorithms do more and more. That’s being a great communicator, working 
effectively with others, working well in teams, emotional intelligence, and being able 
to teach and coach others. 

What I want is for Middlesex to be a university where our students learn to show us 
what they know - by working with these skills.  

We’re on the way to that with our new five-year Strategy.  

This Scholarship event is a special occasion, celebrating those of you that have 
received awards, and saying a very big thank you to our supporters for their 
generous donations, without which many of our students would not have been able 
to do what they’ve achieved.  

Our alumni prove what’s possible with a Middlesex degree, and you will see 
examples in the exhibition tonight.  

Take, for example, Danish Bagadia. Danish was born in a Mumbai slum, emigrated 
with his family to England, took a Middlesex degree and is now Head of Performance 
Media Managing at Google. 

Or Christine Graeff, who rose up the ranks of what is still too much a man’s world in 
big business to become a senior executive at the European Central Bank. 

Or Ossie Osman, son of Cypriot immigrants, who started out as a hairdresser, then 
came to Middlesex to study Law, and is now a leading London barrister. 

Or the actor Freema Agyeman, best known for playing Martha Jones, Doctor Who’s 
assistant.  

Or – and this illustrates nicely how education is often not a linear pathway or just 
what happens in the classroom – Joe Joyce, Olympic super heavyweight boxer, 
Silver Medallist at Rio 2016 and Gold Medalist in the 2014 Commonwealth Games.  

He graduated with a BA in Fine Art and still paints, but he learned to box at 
Middlesex!     

Not every one of our graduates of course makes it to these heights, but a lot do.  

Even those who don’t are likely to be better off with a degree. We have a lot of 
students from quite low income families and many have really struggled to get the 
grades they need for university.  

Sometimes we hear that maybe there should be less students at university, but it is 
these students who are likely to lose out most from that.  

If you compare the earnings of graduates and non-graduates from low income 
families with graduates and non-graduates from higher income families, the relative 
earnings gain is higher for students from low income families. 
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Many of our students are coping with low income, working part-time, commuting long 
distances or living in crowded and poor housing conditions. 

This is where scholarships can play a key part making a difference, not just that 
extra bit of financial help, but by being a vote of confidence, encouraging students 
often coping with a lot of adversity to carry on and succeed. 

Presenting a scholarship isn’t just about handing over a cheque, it is about 
supporting a student through a journey to reach their full potential.  

Scholarships are great for CVs too. 

Our scholarships wouldn’t be possible without support from our partners, alumni and 
donors, who are giving that vote of confidence in our students, often bringing 
important external recognition.  

So I am pleased to say that there are many exciting scholarships being presented 
tonight, and your continued belief in and support of our students is hugely 
appreciated.   

Tonight is also of course about our students’ achievements, and I would like to 
personally congratulate all our amazing scholars. 

Let’s have a round of applause for them …   

One of these fantastic scholars is Philip McClusky, a final year BA Marketing student, 
whose story we want to share with you tonight.   

I would like to welcome Philip onto the stage to speak about how his scholarship has 
made a difference to him. 

 

 


