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HIGHLIGHTS FROM  
THIS YEAR

As chair of the Environmental Steering Group I 
want to share this report, a general overview of 
where we are on our carbon reduction journey 
and how we aim to embed sustainability into 
our future strategy and related unit plans.

SEAN WELLINGTON,  
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Provost

We have maintained our ISO 14001 accreditation while 
assisting with response to COVID 19. As well as using this 
opportunity to promote green travel options we have 
upgraded our onsite solar systems to ensure maximum 
self-generation. As part of our drive for transparency 
around our environmental impacts, we have, for the first 
time, published our direct carbon emissions in the Annual 
Financial Statement.  

We have produced this Annual Environment Report with 
the aim to be clear about our carbon footprint and what 
we are doing to address it. Looking forward to the year 
ahead we intend to ensure sustainability is integral to 
the Middlesex 2030 Strategy and work on developing  
our Carbon Reduction Plans.

MARK WILKINSON,  
Environmental Manager

 Maintained EcoCampus Platinum/ISO 14001 certification awarded in 
2018/19, the online audit included interviews with staff and contractors

Continued to invest in reducing energy use, carbon emissions are  
reducing per m² of space and per FTE thanks to falling carbon factors  
for grid electricity

Developed an online portal to allow catering and technology teams  
to see their energy use in real time

Ran an energy saving campaign, Last Out Lights Off, in our College  
Building and installed sensor controls on our air-conditioning units in  
all our lecture theatres

Refurbished the solar panels on Sheppard Library and upgraded wiring  
on Williams Building to improve solar energy generated

Improved recycling guides and signage to encourage recycling

Catering operations made good progress on reducing plastics — 5p levy  
added to drinks served in disposable cups created a fund used to finance 
small environmental projects

 Upgraded our cycling facilities and showers, adding 176 more  
cycle racks and making sure there is shower gel and hair-dryers in all shower 
areas

 Restored Church Farm House Pond in the University grounds and continue  
to enhance it over the coming years

 Continued work with London Wildlife Trust to improve our  
biodiversity action plan

Your sustainable campus – the video, rolled out to all staff

Graphics installed across campus highlighting sustainable features  
of our buildings.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4k1UJDBXDw0&feature=youtu.be%0D


TARGETS  
2019/2020

Aspect Area Objective KPIs Progress

Environmental 
Management

Implement a robust 
management system 
based on ISO 14001

Maintain EcoCampus Platinum/ISO 
14001:2015 certification achieved

Energy and  
Emissions

Achieve a 5%  
Energy reduction

Reduce electricity consumption on 
the Hendon Campus by 5% against 
a 2016/2017 baseline by the end 
of 2020/2021 Academic Year

in progress

Water Monitor and maintain 
water use at current 
levels

Maintain water use at historical 
levels across the Hendon Campus achieved

Waste Recycle 60% of all waste Continue to increase volume of 
waste recycled from all Hendon 
Campus buildings

in progress

Transport  
and Travel

Reduce carbon emissions 
associated with travel

Maintain the current level of Scope 
3 carbon emissions associated with 
commuting to the Hendon Campus 
(using 2016 baseline)

achieved

Biodiversity Enhance biodiversity on  
the estate

Maintain and implement a 
Biodiversity Action Plan for the 
Hendon Campus

achieved

Construction Reduce the environmental 
impact of the institutions 
capital projects

Achieve BREEAM Excellent 
for all new builds and include 
environmental considerations  
into refurbishments

achieved

Catering Reduce carbon emissions 
associated with catering

Retain Fairtrade Status achieved

This infographic illustrates a variety of achievements and is used to share information with students 
and staff, raising awareness and promoting our sustainable campus to the Middlesex University 
community #TeamMDX.

2019/2020 IN NUMBERS
SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE  
CO2 EMISSIONS BY 2030

WATER

25,587m3

of
water 
used
8.8 tonnes of  

carbon dioxide  
equivalent

235m3 
of rainwater

harvested

354,100
water bottles refilled

BUILDINGS

2combined
heat & power 
units

free
cooling 
natural 
ventilation

446
solar panels

4 BREEAM
Excellent Buildings 

BIODIVERSITY 

140,000 bees

100 jars 
of honey a year

producing up to

3,500
plants in 
Ritterman  
Green Wall

110m2

of green wall 

10
made from recycled 
plastic to enjoy our 
open spaces 

picnic 
tables

WASTE
151
tonnes of 
waste recycled

35
tonnes

of food waste sent for 
anaerobic digestion

164 tonnes of waste 
sent for energy from waste

0%
of waste 
sent directly 
to landfill

313 
tonnes
of waste 
generated

 6.69 tonnes of carbon  
dioxide equivalent

ENERGY

   15,215,893 kWh 
      energy used
      3056 tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent

145half hourly 
meters operating

479,999 kWh
of low carbon energy from our combined

heat and power systems

70,008 kWh
of carbon free solar 

energy generated

97,348kg CO2
2019 Christmas closure saved

TRAVEL

8

Cyclescheme loan
£3000 made available to staff on

Doubled cycle
parking on siteelectric 

vehicle 
charging points

Upgraded facilities

for cyclists
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https://ecocampus.uk/
https://www.iso.org/standard/60857.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/60857.html
https://www.breeam.com/


DID YOU KNOW 
IN 2019/2020..
Pond Refurbishment
In January 2020 we began work to refurbish the 
pond in church farm house museum garden.  The 
work restored the pond to its former glory. As well 
as improving biodiversity and enhancing the area 
for students, staff and the local community, our 
students studying natural science modules will use 
the space for study, research and experiments.

Your sustainable campus – The Video
In 2019 we produced a video to highlight some 
of the sustainable features we have introduced 
to reduce our carbon footprint. All staff are 
encouraged to watch the video, it contributes to 
their continuing professional development.  
Watch it here.

Metering project
In November 2020, we expanded our automatic 
metering system across MDX House. This has 
improved our understanding of the building’s 
overall energy performance and enabled us to 
look at how much electricity is used by areas of 
high energy significance, such as catering and food 
preparation outlets.  

Energy broker
In October 2020 we became a member of ‘The 
Energy Consortium’, a non-profit organisation that 
supports Higher Education Institutions to meet 
their energy demand. Their expertise in energy 
procurement will help us buy energy at the ‘right 
price’ and allow us to reduce our carbon footprint 
with green power purchasing options.

Waste reduction and 5p cup charge
To reduce disposable cup use we worked with our 
catering supplier and in 2019 introduced a 5p cup 
charge. The money collected is used to fund ideas 
and initiatives submitted by students and staff to 
reduce our carbon footprint. 

“You could get up to £1,000 – collected 
through the new 5p charge on disposable 
cups on campus – that might just make 
that idea a reality. Open to staff and 
students, this opportunity could really 
make a difference.”

ISO14001/EcoCampus Platinum award
In April 2019 Middlesex University achieved 
EcoCampus Platinum and ISO 14001 accreditation 
from NQA – that means our environmental 
management system (EMS) has been externally 
certified and it’s addressing our key environmental 
aspects, reducing our environmental impact and 
ensuring legal compliance.

Student Pavilion
In January 2019 work started on the MDX 
Pavilion, a project lead by 2nd and 3rd year 
Architectural Technology students, it’s an 
example of practice-based learning allowing 
students to collaborate with the estates team, 
design and construction professionals and 
material specialists. The students have considered 
the sustainable credentials of the building, 
as well as designing the form and specifying 
innovative materials for application. 

Design by Nature – an Enactus Event
In February 2020 students were invited to “use 
their creativity for good and submit designs that 
make sustainable living second nature.” Finalists 
showcased their ideas at an event attended 
by Professor Nic Beech, the Vice-Chancellor of 
Middlesex University, and the Mayor of  
Barnet Cllr. Caroline Stock.

School of Law Commitment to UN Global  
Impact and UN PRME
The Law School announced a renewed 
commitment to the mission of the UN Global 
Impact and UN PRME (UN Principles for 
Responsible Management). Middlesex University 
was one of the first UK universities to sign up to 
the UN Global Impact. Read the full report here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4k1UJDBXDw0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.unprme.org/middlesex-university-business-school


KEY PERFORMANCE  
INDICATOR TABLE
Metric Unit 2019/20 2018/19 2017/18 2016/17 2015/16 2014/15

Electricity from Grid kWh 8,026,574 9,516,985 9,809,673 9,291,876 9,154,581 8,897,958

Electricity from CHP kWh 479,999 507,685 419,229 605,194* 486,211* 479,210*

Electcricity from Solar kWh  70,008 71,441 81,761 71,894* 60,063* 50,552*

Gas Useage kWh 7,189,319 7,537,749 8,107,911 8,092,146 6,502,313 6,798,213

Energy Use per NIA kWh/
m2

382 433 450 492* 464* 465*

Energy Use per FTE kWh/
FTE

847 1,060 1,088 1,060* 1,088* 1,071*

Total Energy Used kWh 15,765,900 17,633,860 18,418,574 18,061,110 16,203,168 16,225,933

Scope 1 and 2  
CO2 Emissions

Tonnes 
C02e

3,204 3,880 4,291 4,783 5,005 5,410

Scope 3  
CO2 Emissions

Tonnes 
C02e

** 26,868 25,019 27,253 26,005 88,701

Water Use m3 25,587 34,907 34,113 26,360 32,367 44,837

Water Use per FTE m3/FTE 1 2 2 2 2 3

Rainwater Used m3 235 1,127 0 0 0 648

Total Waste Tonnes 261 463.1 433 601 370 375

Waste Recycled % 47 53 57 33 45 51

Waste Sent to 
Anaerobic Digestion

Tonnes 35.08 35.1 32 40 ~ ~

Waste Sent for 
Recycling

Tonnes 136 244 245 197 167 191

Waste Sent to Energy 
from Waste

Tonnes 125 184 156 182 203 175

Urban Greening Factor UGF 0.22 ~ ~ 0.21 No data No data

Biodiversity Net Gain BNG 14.41 ~ ~ 14.13 No data No data

Fairtrade Accreditation Award Achieved Achieved Achieved ~ ~ ~

Soil Association  
“Food for Life”

Award Bronze ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

EcoCampus 
Accreditation

Audit Platinum Platinum Gold Silver Silver Silver

ISO 14001 Audit Achieved Achieved None None None None

Fleet Fuel 
Consumption

Litres 4,740 9,104 8,524 10,113 14,107 16,900

*EMR Data 
**Data not confirmed

ENVIRONMENTAL  
MANAGEMENT
Our Sustainability Policy sets out the framework on how we actively manage our environmental  
impact through implementing the EcoCampus Environmental Management System.  

In March 2020, we were awarded EcoCampus Platinum Accreditation and ISO 14001  
Certification to recognise our commitment to continuously identify, evaluate and improve our  
environmental performance.

We are members of the Environmental Association of Universities and Colleges (EAUC), participating in  
the London Universities Environment Group (LUEG) and Southern University Purchasing Consortium (SUPC).
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