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Student Teaching Awards, 10th April 2018 

Speech by Professor Tim Blackman 

These awards are always a highlight of the university year. But this year is a very special 
year. Not only have many amazing colleagues been nominated by our students for what 
they do for our students, but their Students Union – our host tonight - is national Students 
Union of the Year!  

They’ve set that high standard, and it’s one I’m sure we’ll see reflected in the quality of 
teaching and student support our students are recognising tonight. 

What the SU demonstrated to the Student Union of the Year judges was how they’d 
achieved continual improvement, increased student engagement, and made a reality of 
their ambition to become the most innovative, inspiring and inclusive students union in the 
country. 

Our job now is to be the most innovative, inspiring and inclusive university in the country, to 
match the ambition of our students.  

We’re well on the way to that, thanks to the dedication and expertise of the staff – 
academic and support staff – who our students are celebrating with these awards. 

I’m very proud of all our colleagues who’ve been nominated. Your work is what makes 
Middlesex so special and I’m very grateful for that. Let’s give all our nominees a round of 
applause! 

These award ceremonies are owned by our students – and thank you for inviting me, and 
our Chancellor and the Chair of our Board – but they’re above all a reflection of how staff 
and students at Middlesex work in partnership together, both committed to the 
transformatory power of education. 

Why is education so important? To get a good job? Yes. To develop as a person, and find the 
real you? Yes. To have new experiences and make new friends? That too. 

But if you look at the mission of our Students Union you’ll find something more than I’ve 
already mentioned that’s fundamental to why education is so important.  

You’ll find the SU committing to a strong vibrant democracy. We saw that in action in the SU 
elections held back in March, and congratulations to Ayah, Lucy, Rahma, Erica and the other 
office holders elected for next year.  
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But above all a huge thanks to the amazing job that Ben and his team have done this year. 
Let’s give them all a round of applause too! 

Education is essential to a strong vibrant democracy. Here’s the reason why. 

This year we’re remembering the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Martin Luther 
King.  

He struggled against racism and fought for civil rights, and he knew the power of education.  

When he was just 18 years old he wrote these words: 

‘To think incisively and to think for one's self is very difficult. We are prone to let our mental 
life become invaded by legions of half-truths, prejudices, and propaganda.  

At this point, I often wonder whether or not education is fulfilling its purpose. A great 
majority of the so-called educated people do not think logically and scientifically.  

Even the press, the classroom, the platform, and the pulpit in many instances do not give us 
objective and unbiased truths.  

To save man from the morass of propaganda, in my opinion, is one of the chief aims of 
education. Education must enable one to sift and weigh evidence, to discern the true from 
the false, the real from the unreal, and the facts from the fiction.’ 

Doesn’t that ring true in this age of fake news. 

At school you’re mainly learning about the state of the art in thought and practice in your 
subject. You understand what the best answers are to particular questions. 

When you’re at University it’s different. You learn that knowledge is uncertain and 
contested. You learn about new discoveries and new ways of seeing the world. You learn 
that education is not just about the right answers to particular questions but whether the 
question is right.  

Above all, you learn how to understand, explain and do, and that stays with you for life. 

The doing bit is very important. By putting your learning into practice you learn that you 
can’t succeed without others. We’re all in webs of exchange; what I do, I do for others, and 
that’s just as true of what you do. 

That was the profound insight of John Ruskin in his 1860 book Unto This Last. When Gandhi 
read that book it changed his life.  
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A book was the inspiration for one of the greatest leaders the world has seen, leading the 
struggle for Indian independence and creating the largest democracy in the world.  

So these awards tonight are about celebrating innovation and best practice that our 
students have valued.  

But this innovation and best practice has also planted seeds in our students, so they can 
grow as agents of change in the world, whether that’s in business, the professions, science 
or the arts, or even as another Gandhi or Martin Luther King. 

Let’s now hear about how they’ve done that. 

Thank you. 

 


