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Foreword I

This is the fifth annual production of Lupe – a showcase of
the work produced by students on the BA and MA Photography.

Being a student at Middlesex has been a great opportunity for 
personal and artistic development. One of the factors which 
has contributed most to this has been the chance to watch and 
learn from the development of other students. It has been a 
chance to interact with people of different ages, with different 
wider interests and from different cultures who one might not 
ordinarily meet, but who are brought together in one place by 
their curiosity and passion for the visual arts. This has, in 
turn, given us the confidence to experiment and develop in
a way that is unique to this environment. Through structured 
and more exploratory projects, we have discovered our own 
way or developed further within the genres to which we were 
already committed.

Each of the photographs in this book is the result of a lengthy 
creative process; of weeks or months of discussion, deliberation 
and determination. The creative and theoretical practices 
which led to the creation of the photographs you are viewing 
may appear to be more or less obvious at first viewing; I hope 
that you will take a moment to consider this.

Lupe has been curated and published by a small group of 
students. It is an extension and culmination of all of those 
personal and artistic developments which have occurred across 
the photography department.

Kiera-Marie Desnoes
Co-Editor



Foreword II

Lupe is a magazine for Photography and showcases work 
by students on the BA Photography and MA Photography 
programmes at Middlesex University. 

This is the fifth edition of Lupe and has, as before, been 
produced by a small editorial team consisting of final year BA 
Photography students. This panel asks for submissions from all 
years of the BA Photography programme as well as those on the 
MA Photography programme. 

Photography students at Middlesex University are driven by a 
curiosity about the world around them and this is reflected in 
their choice of subject matter. One student has closely observed 
aspects of the life of a man in his late nineties. Another has 
photographed the series ‘Mother and Child’ and another 
has celebrated the memory of two people very close to her 
that have passed on. One student has recorded the remains 
of industry on a Kent estuary while another has travelled 
repeatedly to Romania to record the last coal mines still in 
operation there.  The fictional world of computer games is 
brought to life in new virtual urban landscapes. Each person 
has found a unique position from which to make contact with 
others, delve deep, discover and to then communicate their 
findings to others.

This Lupe maintains the high standard of the previous issues. 
Thanks go to all those who submitted work to Lupe and
to the editorial team of Kiera, Thomas, Mariana, Veronica, 
Alice, Dexter, Catherine, Harriet, Kristina and the designer 
Mónica. Thanks are also due to the great staff team, academic 
and technical.

Michael Bradley 
Associate Professor and
Director of Programmes Communication Arts
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Fourteen

This work documents the isolated lives and routines of a 
mother and her disabled son, exploring their emotional, 
physical and financial interdependence.

Timothy (54) was born with cerebral palsy and deafness. 
Following the death of his father Brian, Joan (79) is his full time 
carer. The implications of Brian’s death and Joan’s advancing 
age have been implicit since Timothy’s birth. They have yet to 
be coherently addressed. 

There are parallels between their lives and my own. In this 
sense the project could be viewed as autobiographical. 
‘Fourteen’ challenges the complicated and unanswered 
questions surrounding Joan and Timothy’s relationship.
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Medway

Samphire Hoe was the starting point of my project, a park 
below Shakespeare cliff in Dover, man-made from the earth 
extracted whilst the Channel Tunnel was built in 1994. Further 
research led me to the Medway, 35 miles apart, where the 
aggregates for the Tunnel were produced. The significance of 
the Medway is its industrial sites and the London Thamesport.

It is a changing landscape in many aspects with old factories 
left abandoned due to globalization, production in this area has 
been substituted with importation, reducing the residency.
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Palinopsia

My interest in memory stems from the death of my mother 
in 2010.I became aware of the futility of photographs as a way 
of preserving the past. While in the process of recalling faded 
memories, my father died at the beginning of 2017 transforming 
this project into my mourning process. 

Portraying simulacra that represent scattered family episodes, 
the items I photographed work as a surrogate to what is now 
absent. The incomplete narrative accentuates the incongruence 
between Photography and Memory.
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Stirrup Cup

This collection of work is a documentation of the Zetland 
Hunt, based in and around the town of Darlington in the North 
East of England. Since the foxhunting ban in 2004, a scented 
trail is laid down on the fields the morning before the hunt is 
due to take place.

Acquiring a politically neutral point of view, this project 
stemmed from my personal fascination of the relationship one 
can have with the land and a horse.
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Copelands

Before Copelands began, I had never met George. He is a 
97-year-old man living on his own and a year ago, his wife went 
into care because of Alzheimers. This left George lonely and 
dependent on others, he is even reliant on others to take him 
to visit his wife Elizabeth once a week. To keep himself busy, 
George has chosen to make his hobby of clock making a daily 
routine, making every component by hand himself.

Over the year I have been photographing George, I have 
developed a strong friendship with him, kept him company 
and watch him regain confidence following his wife going 
into care. 
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Black Gold

The coal mining industry in Jiu Valley, Romania, is the main 
income for over half of the region.

Despite being one of the most dangerous jobs, miners work 
underground extracting coal for hours a day to provide for 
their families. Due to a lack of investment and planned closures 
by the government, the industry is slowly deteriorating and the 
workers do not know when their last day at work will be.

My photographs document the remains of this industry and 
the lives of those affected by the continuous decline of mining 
within the Jiu Valley Region.
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