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Guidance 5(x) Criteria for contingency replacement awards  
 

 
The replacement award planned in a collaborative programme contingency plan 
should meet the following criteria: 
 

1. The aims and learning outcomes of the replacement award should be similar 
(or identical) to the existing awards 

2. The overall programme learning, teaching and assessment strategy can be 
amended, but should be appropriate to the typical student profile and as part 
of the plan, students should be consulted about any significantly changed 
teaching, learning and assessment strategy 

3. The title should be identical or similar to the existing award. If similar the title 
should be perceived externally as having a similar status as the original title 

4. The detailed syllabus may change so as to meet changing resource and other 
support that would be available 

5. The overall mode of learning of the award may be changed from face to face 
to blended learning (or vice versa) without restriction. A proportion of the 
award may be changed from face to face or blended learning to distance 
education provided that these changes (taken together with changes detailed 
in item 6 below) do not involve a greater proportion of the programme than the 
limits set for changes that can be made to programmes without the need for a 
programme review 

6. Some elements of the award may be accredited rather than being validated 
provided that, (taken together with changes detailed in item 5 below)  these 
changes do not involve a greater proportion of the programme than the limits 
set for changes that can be made to programmes without the need for a 
programme review 

7. Other elements, such as student support, should be consistent with University 
requirements for MU awards 

8. The language or instruction/assessment of the contingency award should be 
the same as the original award (unless it can shown that the intended new 
language of the contingency award is equally appropriate)  

9. Where the award is recognised by a Professional Statutory Regulatory Body 
(PSRB), then contingency arrangements need to secure PSRB approval for 
the new award, even if this may involve the students undertaking learning 
additional to the new award (this additional learning should also form part of 
the contingency plan).  
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