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A very warm welcome to everyone. I’m delighted that we’ve been able to bring together some 
very special guests to inaugurate the new and first mace of Middlesex University. 

This is quite an intimate occasion, which I think is very fitting before this wonderful mace has its 
first outings in the grandeur of our graduation ceremonies that start in just over a week’s time. 

One of the pieces of advice about being a Vice-Chancellor that I’ve had a number of times is be 
careful what you say. You might be thinking aloud, just testing out an idea, or musing about a 
possibility. But you’re the Vice-Chancellor and what you say gets taken seriously! 

One of the greatest delights of my job so far here at Middlesex was to phone Dame Janet two 
years ago and say we would like to name our new building after her, the Ritterman Building. I 
remember Janet being quite stunned, and then saying what could she do for the University in 
return. I of course said there’s nothing, you’re already giving the University everything we could 
ever wish for in a Chancellor. 

Then, at a graduation ceremony, we got talking I think about the rather glitzy Mace that Barnet 
Council use at civic events and I said wouldn’t it be nice to have our own. Little did I know that 
Janet would take that to heart and later offer an incredibly generous donation to make it happen.  

The Mace then became a team effort – Carole-Anne and Gareth took forward developing the 
design brief and searching for a suitable craftsman, a silversmith. The brief stated that the Mace 
design should be symbolic of the county of Middlesex and the University, both their history and 
their future, and I think Richard has achieved that with quite amazing creativity and craftsmanship. 

So let me welcome Richard Fox, who’ll be speaking about the Mace in a moment. Richard is one of 
our own, an alumnus and past member of staff. He’s ‘Made in Middlesex’ to echo our successful 
promotional campaign that’s currently featuring the achievements of many of our alumni, and 
Richard’s achievements are immense, for he’s now one of Britain’s leading silversmiths. 
 
When we had Professor Dinesh Singh visiting from Delhi a few months ago he said that one of the 
things that happens at college is that students find their inner drum beat, their purpose and 
passion in life. That’s what happened to Richard. He disliked metalwork at school, but at Hornsey 
College of Art studying jewellery in the 1970s he discovered silversmithing, and the rest is history. 
Let me though defer to the experts in explaining why Richard was selected to create our Mace. 
Here’s what Gareth wrote about Richard a while back which just about sums it up: 
Silversmithing is part of the history of Middlesex University so we shortlisted designers and makers 
with a connection to the institution to create our mace. From this list we selected Richard Fox 
because his design captured the qualities and character of Middlesex in a beautiful, symbolic and 
contemporary design. Richard studied at Hornsey College of Art in the mid-1970s before it became 
part of Middlesex Polytechnic, and returned in 1982 as an Associate Lecturer of silversmithing, a 
post he held until 1989. In 1982 he set up his own studio and now has a impressive client base 
including Bulgari (BULL-gur-ee), Formula 1, Rolls Royce Motor Cars, Pernod Ricard, Lambeth 
Palace, The Silver Trust and City Livery Companies. 
 
I believe we can also add to that list 10 Downing Street and even a chalice given to the Pope by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. I will also say, because I suspect Richard won’t, but we have here a 



work of art that would have cost some of those other clients quite a lot more than what Richard 
charged Middlesex, and we’re immensely grateful for that. 
 
Maces of course were historically weapons of war, but rather like the seaxes on our shield that 
point downwards in a gesture of peace, they have become symbols not weapons through their 
long association with royalty, parliament, councils and 
universities. Our mace will denote authority on formal occasions and in the case 
of our graduation ceremonies be a material symbol of the University’s power to award degrees. It 
will have a prominent position in all our ceremonies and henceforth our degrees will literally be 
conferred on graduates ‘in the presence of the Mace’. 
 
Finally, the brief required the design to project Middlesex University as a contemporary institution 
grounded in history. I think there is also something very significant about our new University 
symbol being a work of craftsmanship in the fourth industrial age, the age of artificial intelligence 
and a disruptive convergence of technologies.  
 
In his recent book Natural Born Learners, Alex Beard argues that what education needs to be 
about in our fourth industrial age is craft, thinking and doing not as separate things but as done 
together - often today to harness a coding language rather than pliers or a hammer, but still 
fundamentally about using tools to create things of value. 
 
Thanks to Dame Janet, Richard, Gareth and Carole-Anne, we have something of great value here, 
that will symbolise the difference we’re making to thousands of our graduates’ lives as they too 
find their inner drumbeat, their purpose and their passion. So now over to Richard. 


